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Recent Trends in ELT: Embracing Change Through Professional Development
Linda Marie Chu

Abstract
This talk will focus on changes in ELT, and trends toward branching into related areas. Drawing
from experience, both personal and that of colleagues, the speaker will discuss content
development, English as a Medium of Instruction, and technology, among other areas of
interest to language teachers. Included will be a discussion about how Professional
Development and Networking help us embrace recent shifts in ELT.



Fostering Teachers’ Well-being in a Challenging Classroom Environment
Afaf Mishriki & Amani Demian

Abstract
One of the early influential references to well-being appeared in the World Health Organization’s
(1947) Constitution which defined health as “a state of complete physical, mental and social
well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity” (p. 1). Aelterman, Engels, Van
Petegem, and Verhaeghe (2007) define teacher well-being as a positive emotional state, which
is the result of harmony between the sum of specific environmental factors on the one hand,
and the personal needs and expectations of teachers on the other hand (p. 286). For Acton and
Glasgow (2015), teacher well-being is “an individual sense of personal professional fulfilment,
satisfaction, purposefulness and happiness, constructed in a collaborative process with
colleagues and students” (p. 101). In recent years, and especially over the past few years,
teachers have been confronting many challenges in academic environments, such as student
engagement and digital takeover, that may detract from their sense of well-being, which is of
utmost importance to the fulfillment of their professional duties and their overall happiness. It is,
therefore, imperative to adopt preventive measures to avoid the factors that harm teachers
psychologically, socially, or physically and to sustain their welfare and resilience. In this
presentation, we will attempt to discuss the significance of teachers’ well-being, the most
serious impediments to teachers’ well-being, and suggest some versatile coping strategies that
can help support teachers and promote their state for the sake of enhancing their sense of
fulfillment, their teaching performance, in addition to their students’ well-being and learning
experiences.



The Role of Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE) in EFL Learners' Writing Skills
Nihan Erdemir & Derya Coşkun

Abstract
Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE) programs have become increasingly significant in recent
years, particularly in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) writing classes. Despite the growing
attention, current research predominantly concentrates on the attitudes of students and
teachers towards AWE systems. Nevertheless, there is a dearth of research regarding the
potential use of AWE as an instructional tool within the writing classroom (Stevenson, 2016),
and the extent to which students engage with automated feedback (Koltovskaia, 2020). Thus,
the present study aims to investigate the effects of Scribo, an AWE tool, on the writing
performance and revision engagement of EFL students at the tertiary level. The study
comprises a sample of 53 freshman students who are enrolled in Writing Skills II course as part
of the English language teaching program. The data for this study is collected via students’
argumentative writing essays, reflections, and semi-structured interviews, and a one-group
pretest-posttest design is employed. Descriptive statistics will be utilized to analyze the students’
overall writing accuracy and their acceptance levels of automated feedback. Additionally,
qualitative data analysis will be conducted using MAXQDA software, employing thematic
analysis to derive meaningful insights from the data. This study is expected that use of Scribo's
automated feedback on sentence structure, cohesiveness, grammar, and vocabulary is have a
positive impact on students' writing performance. Moreover, it is hypothesized that the extent to
which students engage with the AWE tool will vary based on their writing aptitude, perceptions
of automated feedback, and their willingness to accept or reject suggested revisions. In
conclusion, this study's findings will provide valuable insights into the potential pedagogical
implications of incorporating automated writing evaluation systems into EFL writing instruction.



A Probe Turkish EFL Learners’ Language Proficiency and Metaphorical Creativity in
Writing - A Convergence or a Divergence?

Sevgi Erel & Huriye Mannasoğlu

Abstract
Despite the various attempts of EFL/ESL teachers to help learners become better writers, in
some cases texts written by non-native speakers of English may sound unnatural due to
inappropriate use metaphorical language. Studies explored English learners’ ability of using
metaphorical sentences in relation to their language proficiency (Peng, 2023; Hong & Boers,
2018) in different contexts (Danesi 1995; Andreou and Galantomos, 2009). However, the need
for diachronic investigation of the topic still exits. Thus, this longitudinal based corpus study
aimed to probe into learners’ use of metaphor in their writing employing an explanatory mixed
methods design to investigate any effect of language proficiency of learners on metaphor use.
19 Turkish students’ metaphorical language use was investigated through their written tests
during one year intensive English course. The four tests and a delayed a post-test, which was
conducted 5 months after the last test, formed the corpus for the study. In metaphor studies,
researchers have used different techniques to detect and analyse metaphors (Crisp, Heywood
and Stehen, 2002; Babarczy, Ildiko, Fekete and Simon, 2014). In this study metaphor
identification was carried out by the researchers using MIP (Metaphor Identification Procedure)
(Steen, 2011). The result indicated that learners’ metaphor use in writing did not improve in
paralleled to their improvement in target language. Most of the metaphor created was native-like
metaphors and all the non-native like metaphors was under the influence of learners’ native
language. This indicated the need for metaphor exposure in the target language during
language learning.



The Impacts of Extracurricular Club Activities on EFL Preparatory School Learners’
Language Skills

Sercan Volkan Şahin

Abstract
Effective use of language skills has been one of the crucial points in the globalizing world that
vitally leads to careful consideration and attention on learning and teaching skills of language
actively (Choudhury, 2014). In the line of communication, learners are aware of the potential
benefits of having superior communicative competence on account of the fact that English
opens the doors of the professional career choices in the future. However, learners are more
likely to come across with challenges about getting the meaning across and speaking inside of
the classroom. With this regard, extracurricular club activities gain much more significance due
to having high potential benefits both on inside and outside of the classroom achievement. For
these reasons, the effectiveness of extracurricular club activities in terms of improving language
skills should be investigated. To do that, this study aims to get students’ opinions about the
effects of extracurricular club activities on students' language skills. In data collection procedure,
a semi-structured interview was utilized with EFL preparatory school learners & their instructors,
and the data gathered from the participants were analysed through content analysis. According
to the findings of the study, extracurricular club activities have positive effects on learners’
language skills in terms of offering more time to practice language skills, having stress-free
environment and practising the language with fun. For further studies, conducting longitudinal
studies can provide insights into the long-term impact of participating in extracurricular club
activities on language skills.



Two EFL Learners’ Second Language Socialization Narratives: A Collaborative
Autoethnographic Exploration

Bahar Azaklı, Emre Kaya & Ufuk Keleş

Abstract
In this ongoing collaborative autoethnography, we report on the preliminary findings of our
exploration of Bahar and Emre’s language learning narratives under Ufuk’s guidance. When we
embarked on this study, we (Bahar and Emre), who had already acquaintanced each other as
peers and colleagues, were students in Ufuk’s master’s level Qualitative Research course.
Throughout the semester, Bahar and Emre partnered up to explore each other’s lived
experiences as two language learners. We focus on the socialization processes Bahar and
Emre have through the lens of Duff's Second Language Socialization (SLS) theory (2007,
2012). Given the scarcity of autoethnographic studies in the Turkish context of L2 learning and
socialization, we aim to shed light on how L2 socialization takes place in the EFL contexts of
Turkey via Bahar and Emre’s thoughts/beliefs/emotions. Our initial findings show that Bahar and
Emre’s L2 socialization have been influenced by various intersecting constituents each
contributing to their distinct approaches to learning English. Bahar, predominantly exposed to a
formal community of practice, viewed English as a means to impress others through academic
achievement, while Emre embraced it as a tool for effective communication owing to his
communication in English with his cousin, who was unable to speak Turkish. While English was
“another school subject” for Bahar to cram for, Emre’s earlier exposure to English at home
encouraged him to develop his English language skills as an outside of the school “reality.” On
the whole, we believe our exploration of Bahar and Emre’s SLS experiences in this collaborative
autoethnographic study will help ELT practitioners to understand the dynamics in and out of the
language classroom in EFL contexts.



Exploring the Emotions of Postgraduate EFL Students in Online Learning
Fulya Eslek Onur

Abstract
Emotions play a significant role in education, and postgraduate study involving a range of
emotions is both challenging and rewarding, particularly in an online setting. The present study
targeted at exploring emotions of EFL postgraduate students during online education at a state
university in Turkey. The study also aimed to present postgraduate students' emotional
well-being and the factors that affected their emotions. To achieve these objectives, the current
study used a qualitative design to analyze the phenomenon in depth. Four EFL postgraduate
students (female= 1, male= 3) volunteered to partake in the study. Qualitative data were
gathered through minute papers, a questionnaire, and semi-structured interviews. The data
obtained through the various data collection instruments were transcribed verbatim, and
analyzed using in-vivo and descriptive coding techniques. The findings revealed that
experiencing negative emotions during online postgraduate education has a deleterious impact
on students’ academic performance, mental and physical health. Furthermore, six major themes
emerged from the codes were course content, course design, assignment load, technical
difficulties, professors’ attitudes, and PhD requirements.



Doctoral Mentorship Practices through Dialogic and Humanizing Relationships: A
Collaborative Autoethnography of Academic Discourse Socialization

Elif Barbaros, Erdem Akbaş, Mustafa Özer & Ufuk Keleş

Abstract
In this collaborative autoethnography (Chang et al., 2016), together with and relying on one
presenter’s (Ufuk) etic perspective and expertise in autoethnographic research, we explore a
faculty member’s (Erdem) mentoring of two doctoral candidates (Elif & Mustafa) as a sight for
dialogic and humanizing teaching and learning activities. Drawing on academic discourse
socialization (ADS; Duff, 2010, 2019) and informed by the moralities of critical pedagogy (Freire,
1972) and Yazan et al.’s (2023) conceptualization and operationalization of doctoral students’
emotional wellbeing, we scrutinize the impact of having a dialogic and humanizing mentorship
relationship on the mentees’ ADS along with both the mentee’s and the mentor’s emotional
wellbeing. Further, we explore how co-narrating personal/ professional/academic experiences
deconstructs the “mentee vs. mentor” binary through and within a collaborative
autoethnographic research engagement. Against this backdrop, we have been collecting data
primarily through our individual memories, online correspondence including e-mails, Whatsapp
messages, assignment feedback, and so on. Also, we have been meeting through Zoom to
(re)produce our collective memories along with our critical discussions of our
beliefs/thoughts/emotions about doctoral mentorship. By the time we present our proposed
study, we will have completed the four-month data collection period and will have had the first
round of preliminary narrative and thematic analyses. We will present our findings as individual
narratives and collective themes. We believe that our findings will shed light on how to transform
academic discourses and practices into more humane and dialogical relationships.



Contextualization in ELT for Very Young Learners
İrem Verda Çor

Abstract
Contextualization in English language teaching (ELT) is the practice of teaching language in a
way that makes it relevant to the learner's real-world experiences. It is a teaching approach to
provide a background and a meaningful language sequence employing the students’ immediate
environment to foster rich comprehensible linguistic output. Contextualization is particularly
significant for teaching English to very young learners in a foreign language context like Türkiye
in that with very limited target language competency, such a classroom instruction can facilitate
the relation not only between L1 and L2 but also class content and their real lives. Therefore, in
this presentation, a model of such an approach implemented with a group of 4-5 year olds
attending at a private pre-school is analyzed. Stages adapted from Wyatt (2014) as inviting,
making the connection, and practice and ensuring arrival were exploited with exemplary class
segments. It is observed that many students could produce the intended linguistic objectives in
further meaningful contexts, and retention seems to be provided through the utilization of
contextualization. Finally, critical issues and suggestions for teacher use in other contexts are
generated.
Reference: Wyatt, T. (2015). Understanding the process of contextualization. Multicultural
Learning and Teaching, 10(1), 111-132.



A Critical Discourse Analysis of State ELT Books in Gender Representation: A
Comparison of Five Different Countries

Mahsa Fathiyousefabad & Gonca Yangın Ekşi

Abstract
Despite the fact that textbooks are extremely important, are constantly evolving, and
significantly contribute to the learning process, only a few studies have been done on textbook
evaluation from a critical discourse analysis approach. This study offers a critical investigation of
gender representation in state ELT course books in Iran, Turkiye, Uzbekistan, Iraq, and Syria to
examine potential gender bias. Fairclough’s (2001) three-dimensional model was selected and
adopted as the model of study. A frequency count was performed as part of the data analysis
process to identify the number of roles given to both male and female characters. In this regard,
the token counts were used to determine the frequency of the jobs and adjective attributions of
the male and female characters. The roles and descriptors given to male and female characters
are then categorized and compared. The analysis of textbooks in some of the countries reveals
a gender imbalance in favor of males. This imbalance has led to the representation of women
as marginalized and stereotypical figures.



Integration of Corpus-Based Data-Driven Learning Method in English classes in MoNE
Schools: Detectives at Play!

Ayşenur Hoşoğlu, Ali Şükrü Özbay & Buse Uzuner

Abstract
Integrating corpus-based data-driven learning into the language teaching process can be an
innovation for both students, teachers and course-book writers in several ways. Primarily,
language learners may have the chance to take an active and autonomous role in creating their
own learning constructs as well as language teachers may take advantage of the autonomous
learners with increased quality teaching. We primarily aim to support language teachers in
Turkey and across the globe at the point of using naturally occurring and authentic language
samples in English classrooms. This corpus-based methodology framework introduced through
sample activities addressing four skills is based to the data-driven learning methodology and
usage-based learning theories. We designed sample course materials based on online corpus
tools and corpus-based data-driven learning to be applied in secondary and high school
classrooms in the Ministry of National Education (MoNE). It is seen that DDL-based teaching
materials foster students’ ability to investigate language patterns inductively and explore the
gaps in accordance with the noticing hypothesis, mostly paving the way for greater autonomy in
learning. During this process, the linear effects of the levelled teaching materials have been
evaluated to see whether they are suitable for the target learner group or not. Finally, an
open-ended interview has been conducted with three expert language teachers to obtain expert
opinions related to the linear progression of the target content. The preliminary findings of the
interview show a visible tendency to focus on the need to bring new perspectives into the use of
corpus-based materials.



A Corpus-Based Approach to Language Teaching for Cuban Academic Teacher Training
Ana María Reyes Suárez

Abstract
The English language teaching and teacher training in Cuba have been characterized by a
continuous perfectioning of its process in the last decades to enhance autonomous and
independent learning in the student teachers at universities. This study aims at offering an
overview of the state of the use of corpus-based activities involving the use of electronic tools in
the context of teacher training in Cuba. In order to draft the current situation, data have been
collected from several Cuban universities and analysed. The instruments applied for data
collection have been the study of documents, interview questions addressed to specialised
teacher educators and educational software coordinators at relevant institutions. The data
analysed highlight the current situation of the Cuban English language teaching and teacher
training and will be used to develop a teaching methodology to compensate for insufficient use
of corpus based and computer assisted activities in the Cuban academic context. All this is
based on reference literature that focuses on the use of ‘Data-Driven Learning’ (DDL), as a form
of learners’ direct access and interaction with a corpus. It also highlights on the development of
the Corpus-Based Language Pedagogy skill (CBLP) as a link between corpus literacy and
pedagogy to facilitate language teaching. The exploration into the most recently scientific and
pedagogical experiences in language teaching and teacher training, corroborated with the
results of the data analysis, offers a broader spectrum of possibilities to the continuous
improvement of the English language teaching and teacher training process in Cuba.



Using Readers Effectively
Aydan Ersöz

Abstract
As teachers, we often use graded readers as extensive reading materials for several reasons:
for pleasure, to improve our students’ English language competence, to improve our students’
reading skills, to help our students become autonomous learners, and/or to help our students
develop a love of reading. This presentation aims to provide some activities for strategy training
activities to help teachers use readers more effectively. In order to illustrate why and how
teachers can use pre-, while, and post-activities, practical ideas will be shared.



INTEGRATING SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ELT CURRICULUM
Rabia İrem Durmuş & Betül Bal Gezegin

Abstract
The study aimed to examine the views of teacher trainers in ELT field on integrating social
justice courses into the ELT curriculum in Türkiye. The views and opinions of teacher educators
on social justice in language education were explored as they are considered to play a key role
in shaping the profession. Overall results showed that the majority of the academics were willing
to integrate social justice courses into the ELT curriculum, with a preference for it to be an
elective course at the undergraduate level and taught by an ELT academic if present. The
expected outcomes of integrating social justice courses include the development of linguistically
and culturally responsive practitioners and teachers with increased awareness of social justice
and improved professional skills. The preferred topics to be included in social justice courses
include immigration, gender and women's roles, racism, and economic and environmental
exploitation, while topics such as LGBTQ+, terrorism, religious affairs, and political issues were
seen as too sensitive to be brought into the classroom. Accordingly, suggestions on integrating
social justice courses in ELT curriculum were presented.



A Micro Analytic Investigation into EFL Teachers’ Spontaneous Vocabulary Teaching in
L2 English Classrooms

Zeynep Öztürk, Ebru Bilen, Leyla Can, Burak Kağan Erdoğan, Yağmur Büyükbaş, Emel Reyhani,
Safiye Çelebi & Ufuk Girgin

Abstract
This study examines the spontaneous vocabulary teaching practices of teachers in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) classes using a Multimodal Conversation Analysis (CA) approach. It aims to investigate
how unplanned vocabulary teaching occurs and which techniques are used by a teacher in the EFL
classroom. Data, in the form of video-recordings, were taken from a preparatory course of a state
university located in Kayseri, Turkey. The role of gestures and other forms of nonverbal behavior in
spontaneous vocabulary explanations were analyzed using the gesture classification system of McNeill
(1992), which differentiates between types of hand movements such as iconics, metaphorics, deictics,
and beats. The results of the study demonstrate that the teacher uses a combination of verbal and
nonverbal resources, such as gestures and embodied actions, which are the purposeful body positions
and movements that an individual engages in during a learning activity, to provide context or meaning for
vocabulary items. The results of this study contribute to the field of EFL by offering a detailed description
of the real-time, unplanned interactions that occur in the EFL classroom during vocabulary teaching. This
information can be utilized by in-service and prospective EFL teachers to improve their teaching practices
and gain a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities inherent in vocabulary teaching.
Understanding the strategies and techniques used in spontaneous vocabulary teaching can result in more
effective practices and aid in building students' vocabulary efficiently.



Harnessing the Power of Artificial Intelligence: Exploring Applications and Guidelines for
Integrating AI in English Language Teaching

Berkay İsmail Nacak

Abstract
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is one of the hottest topics of debate in many fields of practice. English
Language Teaching (ELT) is a field that can benefit from AI. This paper explains AI and explores
the applications of AI in ELT and provides practical guidelines for effective integration of AI in
various areas. It discusses the benefits of using AI in language assessment, emphasizing how
AI-powered tools can assess grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and other language skills for
tailored instruction. AI algorithms can generate interactive exercises, quizzes, and adaptive
learning resources that cater to individual student needs, aiding in content creation and
recommendation systems. The role of AI-driven data analytics in monitoring student progress,
informing instructional decisions, and providing timely feedback is also examined, enabling
targeted interventions for improved performance. Professional development for teachers
through AI is emphasized, with intelligent tutoring systems delivering personalized training
modules and AI-powered platforms facilitating collaboration among educators. Throughout the
paper, strategies, ethical considerations, and maintaining a balance between AI and traditional
approaches are discussed. In conclusion, the paper highlights the potential of AI in ELT,
providing guidance for enhancing instruction, personalizing learning experiences, and improving
outcomes for English language learners. It addresses language assessment, personalized
learning, instructional design, content creation, data analytics, and professional development,
while stressing responsible integration of AI into English language education; thus, will
contribute to the field of AI in ELT, lead participants to have a rather ample understanding of AI
and help them to utilise AI tools if and when necessary.



Empowering English Educators as Guides: Navigating the Path to US Higher Education
with EducationUSA

TAA Session: Naz Etçioğlu Demirdizen

Abstract
In an increasingly interconnected world, access to quality higher education has become a global
pursuit. For English educators, guiding their students towards the vast opportunities offered by
American universities can be a rewarding but complex endeavor. "Empowering English
Educators as Guides: Navigating the Path to US Higher Education with EducationUSA" explores
how EducationUSA, US Deparment of State network providing free, accurate, and unbiased
information about higher education in the United States, serves as an indispensable ally to
English teachers in this journey.

This presentation delves into the essential role that EducationUSA plays in equipping English
educators with the knowledge, tools, and resources needed to assist their students in achieving
their academic dreams in the United States.

As we navigate the roadmap to US higher education, we will highlight the vital role that English
educators play in shaping the aspirations of their students and how EducationUSA's expertise
can enhance their ability to guide aspiring students through this transformative experience. By
embracing EducationUSA's support, English educators become more than just teachers; they
become catalysts for global opportunities, nurturing the dreams of a new generation eager to
make a difference on the world stage.

Join us on this enlightening journey as we explore how EducationUSA empowers English
educators, providing them with the knowledge, resources, and confidence to serve as trusted
guides in the pursuit of US higher education, ultimately shaping the future of students and
fostering international understanding.



Neurodidactics in Cuban teacher trainees’ vocabulary acquisition
Damarys Romero Enriquez

Abstract
This research is part of a much broader scientific and methodological undertaking within the
PhD programme at Transilvania University of Brașov, Romania. The doctoral project deals with
a neurodidactic approach in vocabulary acquisition and ultimately aims at the development of an
ELT methodology adapted to the Cuban higher education context. As part of this research, this
paper aims to present an overview of the state of the art in terms of the use of neurodidactic
strategies to improve vocabulary acquisition in teacher trainees in Cuba. To state the current
situation some data has been collected and analysed from various Cuban universities. The
instruments applied for data collection have been the analysis of documents, a questionnaire to
students and an interview addressed to experienced teacher educators. The data analysed
proved the current situation of vocabulary acquisition in Cuba and will be used to develop a
methodology to support teachers with new strategies focused on a neuroscience perspective to
balance the insufficient vocabulary acquisition in teacher trainees. The processed data and the
most recent scientific and pedagogical experiences in vocabulary acquisition and neurodidactics
offer a wider range of possibilities to the continuous improvement of English language teaching
in Cuba, some of which are formulated in this paper. The research addresses the Cuban
educational system affecting the curriculum of academic studies in teacher training in particular
but can be of general interest in other teacher training environments.



A caterpillar into a butterfly: A narrative inquiry into the transformation and professional
development of student-teachers
Nilgün Karsan & Erdem Akbaş

Abstract
This qualitative research aims to present the transformation ad professional development of four
student-teachers as they transitioned into experienced student-teachers.The data analyzed for
this study were extracted from a larger dataset, which involved 16 student-teachers who
volunteered for the "Teaching Buddies" program. Four of these student-teachers provided data
through different methods, namely reflective teaching journals, weekly distributed google forms.
The compiled data were manually analyzed, and narrated by the first author to construct a
comprehensive account of their professional transformation. Subsequently, individual interviews
were conducted with the participants to further co-construct narratives derived. This
collaborative effort facilitated the identification of comorbid factors that significantly influenced
the transformation and professional development of these student-teachers. The primary
findings of the study revealed that the initial feelings of tension and anxiety experienced by
student-teachers were ultimately replaced by a sense of relief and fostered a strong connection
to the teaching profession. Moreover, a significant finding applicable to all participants was that
the process of trial and error emerged as the most effective strategy for these inexperienced
novice teachers. The analysis further demonstrated a gradual increase in self-esteem among all
student-teachers, throughout the ten-week period. Student-teachers experienced significant
professional development, improved instructional material preparation, and gained confidence in
effective student engagement strategies. Examining the developmental trajectory of
student-teachers through the lens of narrative accounts enabled us to carefully observe the
pivotal moments that contributed to the progression of these individuals' transformations. This
study identifies teacher candidates' unique needs and challenges, enabling tailored strategies
for inexperienced teachers' future careers.



Long-term effects of corpus literacy integration into language teacher education: How
long-lasting are those effects in practice?

Tuğba Şimşek Rackelmann

Abstract
Corpus literacy is becoming an important component of language teacher education (LTE)
Several researchers have introduced corpus literacy into LTE; however, the long-term effects of
these implementations have been underinvestigated.
Regarding this gap, the aim of this study is to explore whether 15 pre-service English teachers
could utilize corpora during their practicum experience after they had been instructed on corpus
applications in language education through a one-semester 16-week-long corpus literacy course
in an ELT department. In the present study, an online survey was sent to the participants, after
they graduated, to investigate their experience. The results revealed that although the majority
found corpora useful for language teachers and learners, only 40% of the participants could
apply corpus practices during the practicum. The participants used corpora mostly to check the
acceptability of expressions and to search for collocations. However, 60% of the participants
could not use corpora. The most frequently stated reasons were that the practicum schools
were not equipped technologically enough, it was too time-consuming to prepare a lesson using
corpora, and their mentors and supervisors were not informed about corpora in language
teaching adequately. It was also found that only 20% of the participants could introduce corpora
to their students. Despite these, a promising result was that 93.33% of the participants stated
that they would like to receive in-service training on the use of corpora in language teaching. In
the light of these results, providing in-service trainings rises as a complementary practice to
corpus literacy implementations in LTE.



Do you feel prepared? EFL Learners’ Readiness for Online Learning and Self-Directed
Learning Ability

Muhammet Nazif Kutlu, Özge Kırmızıbayrak & Gülten Genç

Abstract
In recent years, particularly following the Covid-19 pandemic, the advancement of artificial
intelligence and online learning tools has further emphasized the importance of students'
readiness for online learning and their ability to manage these learning processes. This study
aims to investigate the online learning readiness and self-directed learning ability of the EFL
learners at a government university. A cross-sectional, descriptive study methodology was
employed. The group of the study was composed of 202 randomly chosen volunteer freshmen.
Two questionnaires were used to gather the data. Two scales were conducted in this study. The
first one is The “Self Rating Scale of Self-Directed Learning (SRSSDL)” which contains 60 items
and the second one is the “Online Learning Readiness Scale” which contains 18 items, was
used to measure participants’ online learning readiness. The effects of some demographic
factors on "EFL Learners' Readiness for Online Learning" and "Self-Directed Learning Ability"
were also investigated. The research contains important results and recommendations in terms
of the effective implementation of online education courses at universities.
Within the scope of the present paper, the results are discussed and evaluated subsequently.



The pre-service EFL teachers’ attitudes towards teaching English in metaverse
Çağla Ceren Kebeci

Abstract
Recently, the studies on teaching English via virtual technologies have been increasing;
however, to the author’s knowledge studies in the existing literature concerning the metaverse
are still not at a desirable level. Thus, the aim of the study is to investigate the pre-service
teachers’ views on incorporating metaverse into English language teaching. To accomplish this
aim, 13 pre-service English language teachers are interviewed employing a focus group
discussion. Purposive sampling is adopted to select the participants. The data gathered through
the focus group discussion are analyzed using the content analysis. The findings of the study
indicated that there were both positive and negative views of participants considering the
incorporation of metaverse into English language teaching. Also, it was found that participants
expressed some concerns about employing metaverse in teaching in Turkey for several
reasons. In addition, most of the students advocated a balanced integration for applying the
metaverse in future teaching concepts, while some were opposed to it. In conclusion, this study
can provide an up-to-date and comprehensive perspective on the issue of integrating metaverse
in the field of English language teaching as well as offering insights, suggestions, and
recommendations for future research.



Influences of Gamification on Taiwanese EFL Fifth Graders’ Receptive Vocabulary Skill of
the Environmental Issue Under CALL Instruction

Jia-Yun Wu

Abstract
Mastery of vocabulary is one of the most essential skills in language learning. Gamification in
vocabulary learning and CALL (computer-assisted language learning) has become increasingly
popular in recent years. This case study analyzed the pre-and post-tests, questionnaire, and
learning records of “Kahoot,” an online gamification tool, to explore and address the research
question regarding 19 Taiwanese English as a Foreign Language (EFL) fifth graders’ receptive
vocabulary skills on the environmental issue under CALL instruction. This study reached the
following major findings. First, compared to the pre-test (M=15.42), fifth graders made significant
improvement in the post-test (M=19.63). Second, the questionnaires indicated that 85% of
participants had a positive attitude toward Kahoot and regarded it as an effective English
vocabulary learning tool because Kahoot enabled them to memorize and review words in an
interactive and fun way. Third, the learning records of Kahoot revealed that the highest correct
rate was “actions to environmental protection” (88%), followed by “the concept of reuse” (76%),
and “the concept of green building” (73.47%). Pedagogical suggestions were provided in order
to effectively integrate technology into language teaching.



Pre-service EFL teachers and TELL: How to equip them with technological tools
Serdar Tekin

Abstract
In recent years, we have witnessed extensive developments in technology and its adoption in
educational contexts particularly with young learners who are more familiar with technology than
their predecessors. Therefore, it is necessary to educate pre-service teachers so that they can
be equipped with the required skills and make English classes more appealing for learners.
Although technology is mostly integrated into language teaching through Web 2 tools, there are
many other innovative ways, including telecollaboration, virtual reality, digital games, mobile
assisted language learning, and a Chat GPT. Based on this, a new course named Technology
Enhanced Language Learning (TELL) was convened for the final year teacher candidates, and
their views regarding the efficiency of this course as well as the applicability of the contents in
their own teaching were examined. Although some aspects of this course were found to be quite
beneficial (e.g., virtual reality and Chat GPT), teacher candidates were not quite optimistic about
the applicability of these in Turkish state school context in which technology infrastructure needs
some space to be improved for effective integration of technology into language education. This
study could also be useful for other teacher education programmes in terms of training
pre-service teachers on TELL.



Exploring the Automated Essay Scoring Capacity of ChatGPT: the Impact of Rubrics (or
their Absence) on Genre-Specific Assessment
Ahmet Başal, Aysel Sarıcaoğlu & Erdem Akbaş

Abstract
Engaging in the debate over the potential use of ChatGPT in L2 writing assessment, we
explored ChatGPT’s automated essay scoring (AES) capacity based on classroom data from an
academic writing class. We specifically examined the differences between two types of rating by
ChatGPT (without the use of a rubric and with the use of a rubric) with the ratings of the teacher
of the class for 105 essays written by L2 learners in three different genres, argumentative essay,
critical reflection essay and literary analysis essay. We also looked into the differences in the
scores between the two types of ChatGPT rating specifically in order to see any potential impact
of integrating the rubric criteria into the ChatGPT prompts. The findings showed significant
differences between the ChatGPT ratings and the teacher ratings when a rubric was not used in
the ChatGPT prompts overall and for the genre-specific assessment, in particular argumentative
essays and critical reflection essays. However, we did not find any significant differences
between ChatGPT ratings and teacher ratings when the rubric criteria were integrated into the
ChatGPT prompts. In the literary analysis essay genre, both with and without the use of a rubric,
ChatGPT ratings were significantly different from the teacher ratings. Our findings add to the
current discussions about the role of ChatGPT as an AES tool and have potential implications
for both student and teacher users.



Photovoice as a Catalyst for Peer Feedback in Language Education: Insights from EFL
Classes

Serap Atasever Belli & İnci Yılmazlı Trout

Abstract
Photovoice is a participatory method first introduced in the public health field to explore issues
affecting the daily lives of communities. Over time, its use as both a methodology and a method
expanded to different fields, including education. However, its use in language education is quite
new, and its use as a catalyst in the peer feedback process has not been explored yet. This
study explored how using photovoice as an instructional tool impacted peer feedback sessions
in terms of linguistic and interactional behaviors of learners of English as a foreign language
(EFL). For this purpose, 100 EFL learners were tasked with representing their lived experiences
in language learning in general and during the Covid-19 pandemic with photographs and
narratives depicting the photographs during an 8-week language class. The nature of this
multi-phase process involving documentation through photographs and narratives on a topic
provided a unique opportunity for students to share their artifacts with others, evaluate both their
own and peers’ work, and provide feedback during class sessions. Through evaluations,
students identified the weaknesses and strengths of their own and their peers’ written work and
presentations and provided feedback on the accuracy of narratives, fluency in
class-presentations, and content of their texts and presentations. This study suggests
pedagogical implications for the effective use of photovoice in promoting peer interactions and in
empowering learners to take responsibility for their learning and to act as both researchers and
active participants during language learning, especially in the peer feedback process in
skill-based courses.



Reflection without action vs reflAction: Conceptualizing reflection-for-action in language
teaching

Elif Burhan Horasanlı & Deniz Ortaçtepe Hart

Abstract
Reflective practice refers to the process in which teachers critically examine their knowledge,
beliefs, principles, skills, and experiences in order to improve their pedagogy (Richards &
Farrell, 2005). Studies have contributed to the breadth and depth of reflective practice in relation
to its temporal dimensions (e.g., reflection-on-action; reflection-in-action; and
reflection-for-action). Although a myriad of research investigated teachers’ reflection-on and
in-action (e.g., Farrell, 2015; Yoshihara, Kurata & Yamauchi, 2020), to the best of our
knowledge, the role and scope of teachers’ future-oriented reflection, reflection-for-action (RFA),
in language teacher education has been neither conceptualized nor substantially explored in the
literature.

This longitudinal case study draws from the reflective practices of five in-service English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) teachers in Turkey in order to examine 1) the extent to which
experienced EFL teachers put their future-oriented reflections into practice; and, 2) the factors
that facilitate or hinder their RFA. Data were collected over a two-year period via multiple data
collection tools (i.e., reflective journals, critical event narratives, semi-structured interviews, and
researchers’ journals) in order to longitudinally follow the participants’ reflection processes.

The results indicated that RFA is an individual and a collective practice through which teachers
identify their strengths and weaknesses, and take pedagogical or administrative actions to
improve their practice both at classroom and institutional levels. Findings suggest that reflection
should extend beyond an evaluation of one’s practice to taking action, that it needs to be framed
as reflAction, a collective and forward-leaning practice of reflection and action.



AI Language Models: Examining EFL Students' Perception and Proficiency in Language
Learning

Jose Belda-Medina

Abstract
Artificial Intelligence (AI) language models have revolutionized education by leveraging
advanced natural language processing (NLP) techniques to enhance various language learning
tasks. For instance, AI models such as ChatGPT, WriteSonic, MS Bing, and Google Bard have
the capability to generate contextualized prompts for writing exercises, provide instant feedback
on grammar and syntax, offer vocabulary suggestions, and facilitate real-time translation of
texts. These models enable learners to engage in interactive and immersive language practice
by simulating human-like conversation. However, there has been limited research to date on the
perceptions and pedagogical implications of using such models in language learning. This study
aims to explore the perceptions and proficiency level of EFL advanced students regarding AI
models in language learning. The research involved 58 EFL students who collaboratively
completed different tasks without the use of technology and evaluated their work alongside a
machine-generated version. Statistical data, including a pre-post survey based on the
Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) and an ad-hoc proficiency scale, were analyzed
quantitatively and qualitatively. The findings revealed that the participants held positive
perceptions, specifically in terms of Perceived Usefulness (PU) and Behavioral Intention (BI),
and exhibited a notable inclination towards developing expertise in using these AI tools within
an academic framework. However, concerns were raised regarding the accuracy of some AI
models. The study concludes by discussing the implications of these findings for teacher
education and the integration of AI in language teaching and learning.



L2 Socialization to Teacher Socialization: Two Tertiery Level Instructors’ Socialization
Narratives in Turkey’s EFL Contexts

Ufuk Keleş & İsa Bektaş

Abstract
Becoming a language learner, a proficient user, and a language teacher are three important
stages of a TESOL practitioner’s lifelong story of socialization (Keleş, 2023). In this
presentation, we draw on the frameworks of second language (L2) (Duff, 2007; Duff & Talmy,
2011) and teacher socialization (Üzüm, 2013) in different communities of practice (CoPs). We
explore (a) how two EFL teachers from Turkey working at a preparatory school of a foundation
university in İstanbul viewed their L2 socialization experiences before, during, and after
receiving formal EFL teacher education and (b) how such views influenced their teacher
socialization.

We collected data from three journal entries and three semi-structured interviews. We first
asked each participant to write a journal entry and analyzed them for possible stories. Then, we
used the journal data as the basis of consecutive semi-structured interviews. We completed
data collection in three rounds: a) their L2 socialization before university, (b) their L2
socialization while receiving their ELT education, and (c) their teacher socialization in their
workplace. Our findings revealed that their L2 socialization was inefficient in their EFL contexts
due to difficulties of finding appropriate CoPs to meaningfully practice their language skills. As a
result, the participants viewed their pre-university L2 socialization as mediocre at best. During
university, their L2 socialization remained rather limited as it was confined to reading and writing
academic texts only. In the classroom communities, “lecturing” was their professors’ most
preferred teaching method. Soon after graduation, they found that their L2 socialization before
and during university did not prepare them for their professional life as they needed to teach
English communicatively although they had not learned it that way. Overall, our findings showed
that the participants’ L2 socialization before and during their formal teacher education at
university made it difficult to address their students’ communicative needs.
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Teacher Trainer Feedback on Online Practicum Teaching of Pre-service Language
Teachers using Video Enhanced Observation

Ufuk Balaman & Arzu Kanat Mutluoğlu

Abstract
The pandemic-related disruption to education worldwide has largely impacted teacher training
activities, and pre-service language teacher education in the Turkish context has been no
exception. Most pre-service teachers faced with the risk of gaining their English Language
Teaching degree without having any real teaching experience. The faculty response to tackle
this challenge was to create opportunities for language teaching online in coordination with
practicum schools. Accordingly, the teacher trainers’ observation and the delivery of
post-observation feedback that has been long recognized as central practices for teacher
development went fully online. Against this background, this study showcases the use of a
digital tool, Video Enhanced Observation, a video-tagging software for real-time or post-hoc
annotation of video-recordings based on pre-determined tag sets available on the software
screen, for post-observation feedback. Using multimodal Conversation Analysis as the research
methodology, we examine the reflective conversations between a teacher trainer and a
pre-service teacher based on the screen-recorded video-mediated practicum teaching in online
upper secondary EFL classrooms. More specifically, we present a case that comes from the
online practicum teaching of EFL teachers in video-mediated classrooms and deal with how a
teacher trainer, during the video-mediated post-observation meeting, topicalizes the
pedagogical and technological use of a digital tool (i.e., Kahoot!) by the pre-service teacher
regarding the pre-practicum meetings, mentor’s teacher’s role during the process, and the
pedagogical outcomes of the tool use in situ. The findings bring insights into language teacher
education in digital spaces, video-mediated interaction, and professional development informed
by multimodal conversation analysis.



Teacher Cognition and Extensive Reading at Tertiary Level in the Turkish Context
Sevgi Erel & Huriye Mannasoğlu

Abstract
The need for better English learning has increased individuals’ efforts to find ways to extend
learning beyond classrooms (Choi & Nunan, 2018). As reflections of these efforts, Extensive
Reading (ER) has been integrated into many ELT contexts. Accelerated with Krashen’s (2004)
idea that comprehensible large amounts of input in L2 help learners better in the new language,
ER involves learners reading easy-to-understand material that they choose without outside help
(Susser & Robb, 1990). ER aims for incidental learning (Grabe and Stroller, 2002) through
exposure to new words and structures in large quantities of texts organized according to the
level, type of the program and other variables (Susser & Robb, 1990). Investigation of teachers’
perceptions is vital for effective implementation of ER programs (Al Aghar, Demirci, Houjeir,
McMinn & Ali Saif Alzaabi, 2023; Macalister, 2010). This paper reports the results of a study
conducted at tertiary level Intensive English Programs in Turkey to find out what teachers know,
think and do about ER in their contexts. 79 language instructors teaching at different universities
voluntarily participated in the study and answered seven open-ended questions in writing. The
data were analyzed with a quantitative content analysis approach, and the results revealed that
even though language instructors know what ER is and are aware of its contributions to
language learning, they do not always put it into practice. Also, differences between the
commonly held expert opinions and what Turkish language instructors think about ER regarding
evaluation, follow-up activities and material selection appeared.



The Role of Autonomy in in-class Participation of Tertiary Level L2 Learners
Tuğçe Temir & Fatma Melike Eşdur

Abstract
This study intends to uncover the role of autonomy in terms of the differences of student
participation in class between the cases when there is an attendance requirement and when
attendance is on a voluntary basis at different levels. The research takes place in the
preparatory program of Foreign Languages Department at a foundation university. The study is
conducted through a mixed-method approach as both a questionnaire and a focus group
interview are employed to reveal the results. The data are analyzed through correlation tests
and thematic content analysis. The study bears significance as it explores how possible
differences in attendance could affect students’ autonomy and offers some practical
implementations to improve learner autonomy in terms of voluntary attendance to courses.



Teaching: An Art, Not a Science
Mahvesh Khan

Abstract
This paper discusses the impact of culture on course design and delivery. It is an experiential
account of an Assistant Professor teaching “English for Academic Purposes” to first-year
Pakistani students. Each semester brings one hundred new students, divided into two classes
of fifty students each. The course is designed on a series of assumptions based on personal
experience and newspaper discussions about Pakistani education and reading habits. Six major
assumptions are made about students’ command over English, reading habits, social status and
its effects, knowledge about Pakistani history and culture, analytical skills and interests.

The course is designed to help students understand the importance of reading in informing
their worldview and to develop their critical research and analysis skills. The materials used to
grasp their attention are readings and discussions based on their assumed interests. The
delivery methodology attempts to facilitate disadvantaged students by strategic group creation.

Course results are discussed using observational (i.e. anecdotal) feedback by students and
some information from mandatory feedback collected by NUST. Teaching tips, tricks and
observations gathered from other teachers are also discussed, emphasizing the main argument:
teaching is a relational art informed by cultural understanding which is beyond scientific
measurement.



The perceptions of EFL learners about the effects of active learning strategies on
improving listening skills
Tuba Arabacı Atlamaz

Abstract
Listening skills are crucial to be developed in a language learning process for a healthier
communication. However, studies have mostly revealed the ways to improve listening skills or
aimed to investigate whether a specific activity works. In this sense, it has been indicated that
students learn the language easily when they take active role during the instruction, which led
teachers to use active learning strategies more in language education. In active learning,
learners are expected to participate in the learning activity, express their opinions and reflect
when necessary. Given that language learners are the first recipients of these activities, they are
the ones who can give an opinion on whether they improved their listening skills, and their
reflections are also important in terms of helping instructors in course design. Hence, this study
aims to investigate the perceptions of language learners about the effect of active learning
strategies on the development of listening skills. Active Learning Inventory developed to help
instructors observe the language classrooms was given to the students in the ELT department
of a university in Marmara region, and their opinions about the activities, the possible
effectiveness of these activities in improving listening skills, and their experience with these
activities were asked in a questionnaire. The preliminary results indicated that learners perceive
that they improve their listening skills when they are active in the classroom. This presentation
will provide the results along with future implications to improve pre-service teacher instruction
as well as language teaching strategies.



IMPROVING PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS THROUGH CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
ENHANCED EARLY ENGLISH CURRICULUM

Şebnem Cengiz & Melike Ünal Gezer

Abstract
The present study was carried out to examine the changes in phonological awareness skills
among Turkish-speaking 1st and 2nd grade EFL learners following a children’s literature based
intervention program. The study adopted a pre-posttest quasi experimental study design to
examine the efficacy of the phonological awareness instruction. A total of 145 Turkish 1st and
2nd grade English language learners at a private school participated in the study. The
phonological awareness skills of the learners were evaluated through phonological awareness
and skills test based on 14 different aspects of phonological awareness before and after the
intervention program. Students received phonological awareness instruction twice a week
during 40 minutes lessons for two months based on a phonological awareness curriculum. The
study results showed that both 1st and 2nd grade EFL learners improved their EFL
phonological awareness skills following the intervention. It was also found that 1st graders
showed more progress than the 2nd graders. Finally, students across grade levels the highest
achievement was in rhyme production. The results granted promising instructional implications
for future uses for the phonics-based storybooks to improve English phonological awareness of
young language learners.



An Investigation of English Language Teachers’ Reflectivity and Abstraction Skills
Through Reflective Journals

İsmail İlkay Eyisüren & Esim Gürsoy

Abstract
Teachers must make attending professional development (PD) activities a habit to keep
improving themselves to deliver high quality education and keep up with the fast-changing
nature of the profession in 21st century. However, attending PD activities is not enough on its
own and it must be supported with necessary means. Reflection is crucial for teachers to
increase their intake from the PD activities they attend, and reflective journaling is a suitable
way to realize a thorough reflection. The present study has aimed to reveal the PD awareness
of in-service English language teachers and how attending PD activities regularly and keeping
reflective journals on such activities affect their abstraction skill and reflectivity development.
The data were collected from five participants, who were chosen via convenience sampling,
through a total of 20 one-on-one semi-structured interviews and 40 reflective journal entries.
The present study has adopted a qualitative approach since the research questions in hand
required an in-depth analysis of the collected data, which were examined through thematic
analysis. It was found that participants’ PD awareness was adequate, yet their PD attendance
was not as frequent as it could be. Another revelation was that regular PD attendance and
reflective journaling had a positive impact on participants’ reflectivity, however, their abstraction
skill was not seemed to be affected by mentioned actions. The findings of the study are hoped
to help teachers to improve themselves at their profession and policymakers to raise more
competent generations of teachers in the future.



AN INVESTIGATION OF THE GRADUATE STUDENTS’ USE OF AI CHATBOTS IN
SCIENTIFIC WRITING: AFFORDANCES AND CHALLENGES

Eylül Karabulut & Betül Bal Gezegin

Abstract
As newly emerged technologies, AI chatbots have been widely used in various fields ranging
from science to education. In the context of scientific writing, they provide valuable insights into
the structure and the content of the papers. That is, with the help of AI chatbots, it is possible to
get feedback, develop outlines or form ideas during the writing process. In this sense, they save
time and assist the researchers while writing their papers. Considering the functions of AI
chatbots in scientific writing, the main objective of the present study was to investigate the
preferences of graduate students regarding AI chatbots and the way they utilized these tools in
their writing process. To this end, a qualitative research approach was adopted, and a total of 6
(six) graduate English language teaching students were selected to respond to open-ended
questions in a survey. The findings indicate that the participants widely use ChatGPT for various
purposes, such as generating ideas and addressing specific writing-related challenges.
Consequently, the analysis offers valuable insights that higher education institutions can
consider when incorporating AI-based tools such as chatbots into their curriculum. This
integration can potentially enhance students' understanding of their application and the certain
benefits they offer, particularly in the context of scientific writing.



FOR A FRUITFUL TEACHER EDUCATION: JOYFUL & PROJECT-BASED CLASSROOM
MANAGEMENT
Hayal Köksal

Abstract
Learner motivation is an essential aspect of teaching and learning process. Learners who are
motivated in various ways tend to be more engaged in the learning process, and they tend to
perform better in their studies. That gains much more importance while training future teachers.
For instance, pedagogic formations courses, specifically “classroom management”
course-related to “practicum” is one of the essential courses of teacher education. There are
various strategies that can be used to enhance teacher-learner motivation. One of them is
creating a joyful classroom atmosphere which will create intrinsic motivation within the teacher
candidates. The other one is collaboration which provides individuals with support,
accountability, sense of community and opportunities for learning and development. By means
of working together towards a common goal, learners might overcome challenges, achieve
outcomes that would be difficult to attain individually, and stay motivated over the long-term. If
collaboration is supported by projects, “putting theory into practice” occurs and teacher trainees
understand the main reason of teaching and learning collaboratively which was the main
methodology of Village Institutions in 1940s. An innovative and enjoyable methodology is
proposed by the author within her last book: “Project-based Joyful Classroom Management” for
attaining and sustaining a highly motivated classroom environment for both teachers and
learners. The methodology consists of collaborative (team) work which is called “İmece Circle”
and it was awarded by the World Bank during the ‘2005 Turkey’s Creative Development Ideas”
Competition. This paper will share the goals, steps and outcomes of the projects which take part
in that book, which is the product of “Classroom Management” course at a state university in
Istanbul.



Why Media Literacy Matters in a Changing Modern World
John Silver

Abstract
This presentation outlines case studies for countries deeply impacted by disinformation,
Kazakhstan, and Ukraine. The presenter will describe hybrid English for Media Literacy projects
designed for each location and the impact of these programs on students, teachers, and
universities. The implementation of possible media literacy projects in Türkiye will also be
discussed.



Introducing International Baccalaureate (IB) to the ELT community: The hidden treasure
Özkan Kırmızı & Pınar Atmaca

Abstract
The present workshop aims to introduce the International Baccalaureate (IB, hereafter) to the
ELT community as a viable language teaching project including several fruitful applications. IB is
a comprehensive two-year pre-university study program designed for students with age range
16 – 19, which basically corresponds to high school years. At its very core, IB program aims to
grow knowledgeable and inquiring individual equipped with 21st century skills, emphasizing
intercultural communication and open-mindedness. More specifically, the IB program underlines
the CAS, which stand for creativity (arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking),
activity (physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle) and service (an unpaid and
voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student). The IB program also offers
selective tracks which focus on a rigorous analysis and study of linguistic aspects, the
fundamental characteristics of the target culture, or specific literary works. In a sense, the IB
program could be said to be a viable and practical harmony of theory and practice with its
specifically designed procedures. Hence, this session has several objectives. First, the session
aims to introduce various genre-based implementations employed within the scope of IB, which
covers the study and analysis of a wide range of genres, how they are integrated into the
program, and how they are graded. The present session aims to introduce these tracks to the
ELT community as well. It is believed that the ELT community will benefit from the introduction of
this program.



Using drama in second language acquisition
Aysima Lale Aktaş

Abstract
Nowadays teachers prepare pupils to the state exams instead of teaching the language
itself.Even if they try to teach English, they are still using old methods such as grammar
translation method; but we should take into account individual differences furthermore the best
way to learn is in action.Numerous researchers have suggested that drama is one of the useful
technique to fulfill both individual differences and action.That is why I am planning to do a
workshop about using drama in second language acquisition.I will be presenting 7 drama that
we can adapt in our classrooms.



The effects of creating and sharing social media content on students' ICT skills and
English writing proficiency
Mine Güney & Ercan Top

Abstract
This paper presents a case study that investigates the impact of preparing and sharing social
media content on participants' proficiency in information and communication technologies (ICT)
and their English writing skills. The study involved 14 students from the Bolu Abant İzzet Baysal
University School of Foreign Languages Preparatory Department. Over an eight-week period,
students were tasked with creating and posting social media content on Instagram weekly. Each
week, participants received personalized feedback, including the use of a rubric to assess the
criteria for evaluating their content and a detailed report addressing English language content
and linguistic corrections. Additionally, semi-structured online interviews were conducted with
twelve students to gather insights into their experiences during the research process.
The data for this study were derived from participant interviews, text analysis of the video
content, and rubric evaluations used to assess the participants' videos. Content analysis of the
interview transcripts employed open coding techniques, and descriptive analysis was applied to
the data collected. The analysis revealed that the majority of participants reported significant
improvements in their English writing proficiency and their proficiency in using ICT. Furthermore,
the rubric evaluation results demonstrated enhancements in most participants' ICT skills.
However, text analysis indicated no significant changes in lexical diversity or the English
vocabulary profile within the text content.
These findings underscore the potential benefits of integrating social media content creation as
an educational tool to enhance English writing skills and ICT proficiency among students. This
research offers valuable insights for educators seeking innovative approaches to improve
language proficiency and ICT competence in academic settings.



A Comparative Corpus-Based Study on Attitude Markers Used in ELT Articles by
Non-native and Native English Academic Writers

Duygu Evis & Vildan İnci Kavak

Abstract
This study aims to compare interactional metadiscourse resources in terms of attitude markers
used in articles written to contribute to the field of English language teaching. The chosen
articles are classified into two main categories: those published by Turkish-speaking authors of
English (TAEs) and by native authors of English (NAEs). This paper thus explores whether there
are significant differences in the use of attitude markers in articles produced by native and
non-native writers. To do so, a corpus-based study was designed and applied to two corpora
made up of 100 articles compiled by TAAEs and NAAEs (50 articles each). Hyland’s
metadiscourse model (2005) was adopted as the analytical model of the study. The data were
analyzed via Lancsbox software, and the statistical analysis was done by a Log-Likelihood
calculator. The results have shown that TAAEs’ use of attitude markers clearly differs from
NAAEs’ in terms of order and frequency.



Challenges and Strategies in Integrating Refugees with Interrupted Formal Schooling into
EFL Classrooms: An Investigation of Teacher Readiness and Policy Implications

Cansu Öğrüce

Abstract
Refugee students with interrupted formal schooling face linguistic, socio-cultural, and
psychological challenges when integrating into English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
classrooms. This study explores the key challenges faced by refugee students and investigates
how EFL teachers adapt their teaching practices to meet their needs. The research
methodology employs interviews with seven EFL teachers, both experienced and novice
in-service, to identify the strategies and approaches used to teach and support refugee
students. The study aims to answer three research questions regarding the perceptions and
attitudes of EFL teachers towards the integration of refugee students, how they adapt their
teaching practices, and the competencies EFL teachers need to effectively address the
challenges facing these students. To achieve its goal, the study utilized interpretive research
methods, including individual and focus-group interviews, discussions, and open-ended
surveys, for triangulation. The outcomes of this study can enhance the understanding of the
preparedness of EFL teachers to meet the challenges associated with refugee assimilation. It
can provide valuable perspectives on policy implications for refugees' integration and guide
strategies aimed at easing this transition. Accordingly, the findings will play a crucial role in
offering perspectives on the preparedness of EFL instructors to handle the difficulties associated
with refugee assimilation and could potentially guide strategies aimed at easing this transition.



A Phenomenological Inquiry into the Use of AI in Language Teaching Practicum
İlknur Civan Biçer

Abstract
With the development of technology, artificial intelligence (AI) has become a practical tool in the
field of education, particularly language learning. Artificially intelligent conversational tools, or
chatbots, are the latest innovations created to connect with both humans and computers.
Language teachers are interested in AI tools because they can communicate with students in
their target language promptly and realistically (Fryer et al., 2020). These tools can offer various
benefits such as language input, regular conversation practice, interest stimulation, output
modification etc. Additionally, AI, especially chatbots, hold many advantages for language
teachers while planning their lessons, giving feedback or assessing learners’ work. Therefore,
the current study aims to investigate the attitudes and experiences of 4th-year pre-service
language teachers about the use of AI tools in their language teaching practicum. The study
used a descriptive and qualitative methodology. An open-ended questionnaire was created to
gather the data to dwell on their perspectives and lived experiences. Before it was given to the
participants, an expert opinion was obtained. The replies were then subjected to thematic
analysis to create the themes and codes. It was seen that pre-service language teachers have
rather positive feelings and attitudes towards the use of AI, especially chatbots, in language
teaching as they believe it has a high potential in enriching language teaching in many ways.
They employ various AI tools while preparing their lessons in language teaching practicum
course. However, they consider it is also essential to reckon with its potential challenges and
disadvantages.



Foreign Language-Intensive Instruction in Secondary State Education in Türkiye: A
Historical Survey and A Qualitative Study

Elif Kemaloglu-Er

Abstract
Throughout the history of foreign language teaching in Turkey, state-initiated foreign
language-intensive instructional policies and practices at secondary schools have set unique
examples among educational reforms. This study has two aims: i) It makes a historical survey of
foreign language-intensive instructional policies at secondary state schools in Türkiye starting
from the language policies and practices in the Ottoman and early Republican period until those
in 2005, marked with major changes impacting the relevant foreign language-intensive curricula.
ii) It also presents a qualitative study on the evaluation of the graduates of English-intensive
state schools about the English language curriculum after the 2005 reform via a questionnaire
and interviews. Through this historical survey and research, it is intended to shed light on the
pros and cons and implications of foreign language-intensive educational policies in Turkish
secondary education.



Educational Experiences of Faculty Members in English Language Departments
Following Covid-19 and 2023 Türkiye Earthquake Through Photovoice

Serap Atasever Belli

Abstract
The unexpected and the dramatic transition from in-person to remote education and from
remote to in-person education during and after Covid-19 pandemic and then the sudden change
to remote and/or hybrid education after the 2023 earthquake disaster in Türkiye have had
significant impact on higher education and have generated various changes and challenges for
the academic staff and students in terms of pedagogical concerns. In the current study, we
sought the lived experiences of 20 faculty members in English Language Departments including
English Language Teaching/Literature/Preparatory Programs in terms of teaching practices
during virtual, face-to-face and hybrid education during and after these natural events. For this
purpose, we adopted a participatory action research (PAR) design to give voice to lived
experiences of academicians. As a PAR method, Photovoice method was utilized in data
collection procedure during which participants were informed about the method, they took
photographs to reflect their experiences and perceptions about education during and after the
pandemic and disaster, wrote narratives depicting these photographs and shared their feelings
and experiences in focus group interviews. The thematic analysis of narratives and transcripts
yielded the following themes: well-being of instructors, facilities and challenges experienced in
teaching, assessment, and student engagement. Through this research, we comprehensively
provided insightful information on the affective, behavioral and psychological reflections of the
circumstances that specifically the academicians in English departments have been going
through. The results of the study provide implications for educational practitioners to continue
education during crisis and emergency conditions.



Understanding Factors Affecting Preservice Teachers’ Willingness to Listen in English:
Insights from a Long-Term Listening Course

Ali Karakaş

Abstract
This study examines the effects of a prolonged listening course on the willingness of preservice
teachers to listen in English and identifies the underlying factors that influence their willingness
to listen (WTL). While previous research has primarily focused on students' willingness to
communicate (WTC), less attention has been given to investigating WTL, particularly its
augmentation. To address this gap, a mixed-methods research design involving pretests,
posttests, and interviews was employed. Quantitative data were collected from 45 students
using a 19-item WTL scale, while qualitative data were obtained from 10 students through
semi-structured interviews. Descriptive and inferential statistical analyses were applied to the
quantitative data, while content analysis was used for the qualitative data. The results revealed
that the long-term listening course had limited success in significantly improving preservice
teachers' WTL. Additionally, the findings highlighted various individual, speaker, listener, and
skill variables that influenced participants’ initial and developing levels of WTL in English.



DEPTH VERSUS BREADTH: ARE EFL TEACHER TRAINEES REFLECTIVE THINKERS?
Burcu Turhan

Abstract
This qualitative research reports on the breadth and depth of reflections written by a group of
EFL teacher trainees. With the intent of providing engagement in a reflective professional
learning activity, 12 Turkish senior students majoring in English language teaching were invited
to write reflection reports as a part of the practicum experience. The reflection reports included
the trainees’ observations of their mentors’ teachings as well as their own teachings at
practicum schools. During five weeks, they concentrated on different educational issues which
could stimulate their reflective and critical thinking under the guidance of their supervisor. A total
of 60 reflection reports were obtained; all of which were analyzed in light of the framework
developed in order to assess written reflective tasks by Fund et al. (2002). This two-dimensional
framework provided the breadth and depth of reflections to be interpreted in a comprehensive
manner. The analyses shed light on a comparison between the dimensions of depth and
breadth of reflections. Based on the overall results, the breadth of reflections revealed the EFL
teacher trainees’ references to diverse educational issues even though the depth of reflections
did not show a high level of criticality.



OUT AND ABOUT - Developing functional knowledge through outdoor learning
Jasmina Milicevic

Abstract
A foreign language is best acquired in the international context through international mobilities,
a joint collaboration of peers from different countries as well as
through creation of real-life situations in the outdoor environment. Erasmus+ projects offer vast
opportunities to develop linguistic skills of students as well as
teachers.
The Erasmus + project OUT AND ABOUT aims at developing functional knowledge in the
outdoor environment.
The speaker will share the techniques and tools she used with her students in various
out-of-classroom activities, such as Geocaching, Escape rooms, learning in a recycling center,
museums, a botanical garden, a meteorological station, thus integrating also CLIL approach in
her teaching.
The participants will be taking part in the activity similar to Geocaching and will get some
hands-on activities and materials to be used in their classrooms and out-of-classroom teaching.
The approach presented here increases the level of motivation with students, the acquired
knowledge and skills last longer and it enables creation of a meaningful, real-life environment
for language learning.
This is not an easy task for a teacher. It takes a lot of planning and preparation in the
pre-activity phase. However, it is never easy "getting of the beaten path", in life as well as in
ELT. It might be more rewarding for this reason, though. Unless we try, we cannot know it!
Let us go outdoor and try it out!



Ways of Using AI to Boost Students’ Research and Oral Presentation Skills
Sanaa Makhlouf

Abstract
As we know, almost all courses at any university level require students to do some kind of
research , whether basic or advanced. In the Intensive English language Program at The
American University in Cairo, first year university students start learning the importance of doing
ethical and responsible research in order to present the information in their oral presentations.
However, with the invasion of Artificial Intelligence (AI) , teachers are confronted with a situation
where it is almost impossible to differentiate between students’ own effort and words to finish
the assigned task, and their use of AI platforms to complete it . It is the purpose of this talk to
share practical methods of including AI platforms into the learning process, yet find ways of
incorporating students’ own individual work and effort to complete their task. The focus is on
developing students’ basic research skills in order to prepare and present an oral presentation
in class with correct citations, and reliable information. The presenter will explain the process of
instruction leading to a well researched oral presentation, the steps in which the students would
be encouraged to use AI platforms, and the other steps where students will have to produce
their own work without any reliance on AI. The rewards and challenges facing the instructors
due to the invasion of AI into the world of teaching will also be shared. The floor will be open for
any suggestions and future limitations as we cannot escape from this new challenge facing
educators today and in the future.



Lessons Learned from Examining Student Assignments on Word Processing Software in
English Writing Course

Defne Akıncı Midas

Abstract
Following the online education experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic, one might expect
to have students with ample knowledge in using electronic media for composing and editing
their own writing in higher education today. In the instance of the online education experiences
following the earthquake in February 2023, the students at the English preparatory school at
METU were required to use the word processing software to format, compose, edit, proofread,
and post their written assignments as part of the writing course. This presentation will detail how
the researcher examined the degree to which her students in the Intermediate class had
knowledge and skills in using Microsoft Word in Spring 2023. The researcher studied the first
set of assignments posted on the institutional Moodle platform after having instructed the
students about using Microsoft Word for composing in English, proofreading, and editing one’s
own writing. The researcher checked each paper for the presence and absence of the required
editing and proofreading tasks, categorized them, and tallied their occurrences. The findings
showed that many of the students lacked basic operational knowledge of word processing
programs, which prevented them from noticing their misguided use of not only spacing,
capitalization, spelling, and punctuation rules, but also vocabulary use, collocations, pronouns,
and such rules as the subject-verb agreement in English. Based on the findings, the researcher
will make recommendations for writing programs at educational institutions at the university
level.



EFL Turkish pre-service teachers’ pedagogical insights and challenges into the online
technology-enhanced lesson design: A case study on Universal Design for Learning

Işıl Günseli Kaçar

Abstract
With ever-growing diversity in our learner profiles in the 21st century educational settings,
building an inclusive face-to-face or online classroom community requires a novel outlook on the
established instructional design processes. In fact, with the COVID-19 pandemic, the
establishment of engaging, autonomy-inducing, inclusive online classroom environments has
been considered a vital role in maximizing learning opportunities for diverse learners in English
as a Foreign Language (EFL) contexts. The adoption of the Universal Design for Learning
(UDL) framework for online curriculum design is likely to have a beneficial impact on the
cognitive, affective and behavioral learning gains of diverse EFL learner profiles. This qualitative
case study aims to investigate the pedagogical insights that EFL pre-service teachers gained as
well as the challenges they encountered in the phase of UDL-aligned technology-ehnanced
lesson plan preparation process. The participants were 30 EFL pre-service teachers enrolled in
a 15-week elective course called Using and Designing Digital Materials for English Language
Teaching at a Turkish state university in 2022. They received a five-hour training program on the
UDL framework and UDL-aligned lesson plan preparation process. The data was collected via
lesson plans, reflection reports, and a semi-structured interview at the end of the semester and
analyzed via inductive content analysis. The findings revealed that the participants gained new
insights and multiple perspectives into how to integrate differentiation into online learning
environments, and how to promote learner engagement, autonomy and collaboration in such
settings, ensuring a safe space for self-expression, and building an inclusive online learning
community.



Changes in motivation during self-initiated professional development in ELT: Insight from
a single-case study

Mehmet Sak

Abstract
Professional development (PD) has been established as a primary means of developing
necessary competences and qualifications for teaching, as well as transforming previously
established beliefs and updating work-related knowledge. Motivation has been recognized as a
key driver for initiating and sustaining engagement in self-initiated (PD). However, the current
scholarship suggests a lack of attention to motivational changes that arise during the course of
self-initiated PD practices in English Language Teaching (ELT) contexts. This is an area worthy
of close scrutiny given the dynamically evolving nature of motivation which reflects highly
complex, nonlinear trajectories over time in response to the influence of multiple internal and
external factors. Using an exploratory single-case study design as the research methodology,
this study aims to capture changes in motivation and the reasons underlying these changes as
reported by an English-as-a-foreign-language (EFL) teacher trainee who engaged in ELT
assistantship in a real classroom as a self-driven PD activity over four months in Turkey. The
analysis of data from self-ratings of perceived motivational intensity, reflective journals, and
semi-structured interviews revealed that the participant’s motivational experiences did not
display a stable pattern but were characterized by temporal ups and downs, fluctuating in
response to a wide range of personal, relational, and context-specific dynamics such as shifting
self-efficacy beliefs, the use of coping resources, perceived effectiveness in teaching practices,
group dynamics within the classroom, student participation, and the lack of professional support.
These findings have implications for promoting (trainee) teachers’ sustainable engagement in
self-directed learning.



Meaning-making and self-representation experiences of pre-service ELT teachers in a
multicultural and collaborative Virtual Exchange

Zeynep Bilki & Müge Satar

Abstract
Technology has had a significant impact on global and intercultural communication, bringing
about changes in the skills and competencies that learners and teachers need to develop in the
modern digital world (Digital Education Action Plan 2021-2027, European Commission). English
language teachers who facilitate cross-cultural interactions in their classrooms are expected to
be familiar with essential principles of engaging with digital technologies and utilizing them to
promote social inclusion and collaboration with others (Hockly, Dudeney, & Pegrum, 2014).
While Virtual Exchange (VE) offers an ideal context for teachers to practice and prepare
themselves for global and intercultural communication (Hauck, 2019; O’Dowd, 2020; O’Dowd &
Dooly, 2022), further studies are necessary to gain a deeper understanding of multicultural and
collaborative communication dynamics in VE settings (Romijn et al., 2021). This study explores
the reflections of pre-service ELT teachers on their experiences of meaning-making and
self-representation during a multicultural VE between Turkey and the UK. Through qualitative
analysis of the data, including participants' reflections on online collaborative task-based
dialogues, several key factors emerged as important to the VE participants while conveying their
messages, understanding others, and shaping their decisions and choices during their
interactions with others: the importance of appropriate and comfortable expression of self in
digital settings, recognizing the multidimensionality of digital content in meaning-making and
self-expression, and cultivating a sense of community and understanding of others. The
presentation provides implications for language teachers and teacher educators in
understanding the future pedagogical implementations of VE in language teacher education.



Getting off the beaten path: Ethical Integration of AI while Honoring AI
Yasmine Salah El-Din

Abstract
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has revolutionized various aspects of our lives, and education is no
exception. As university educators, we strive to equip our students with up-to-date tools that
enhance their learning experiences. However, it is crucial to tread carefully when integrating AI
technologies to ensure we uphold academic integrity (AI) standards. This presentation focuses
on the ethical use of AI tools in generating content for classroom and homework assignments,
emphasizing the significance of nurturing responsible AI practices among our students.
The presenter will begin by highlighting the importance of maintaining academic integrity while
making use of AI capabilities. She will then introduce a series of engaging classroom activities
and homework assignments designed to encourage ethical AI utilization. These activities will
provide students with hands-on experiences to develop their skills in utilizing AI tools while
respecting academic integrity standards. Through individual and group activities, including using
AI-powered research tools, engaging in academic research projects and critical analysis of
AI-generated content, students will gain valuable insights into the responsible application of AI
technology. The presenter will emphasize the importance of citing AI tools when using them.
This presentation aims to empower university teachers to navigate the dynamic intersection of
AI and academic integrity. By promoting ethical AI practices, we can harness the power of this
new technology while preserving the core principles of education. Please join as the presenter
embarks on this journey towards fostering responsible AI usage and ensuring our students'
growth in an increasingly AI-driven world.



AI-Supported Adaptive Language Learning: A Paradigm Shift in L2 Writing and
Assessment

Yusuf Emre Yeşilyurt

Abstract
The application of artificial intelligence (AI) in language learning presents novel opportunities in
the evolution of Second Language Acquisition (SLA). This research study explores one such
avenue, AI-supported adaptive learning, specifically in the context of L2 writing. Thirty Turkish
EFL learners participated in a quasi-experimental study, utilizing an AI-based adaptive learning
platform over a 4-week period. This platform tracked their progress, provided personalized study
plans, and offered real-time feedback on their writing tasks. The study's mixed-method design
included pre- and post-tests, and semi-structured interviews. It aimed to analyze the impact of
adaptive learning on L2 writing skills development and learner autonomy. This approach
diverges from traditional methods that primarily focus on teacher-led instruction and
assessment, by offering a new perspective on promoting learner autonomy. Preliminary findings
suggest improvements in L2 writing proficiency and increased learner autonomy. However,
learner attitudes towards AI-supported adaptive learning presented a spectrum of views. This
study presents a less-traveled path towards personalized and autonomous learning in the L2
writing classroom and contributes to the evolving conversation about the fusion of AI and SLA.



Resolving Disagreements and Creating Learning Opportunities in L2 Methodology
Course Classroom Interaction in a Teacher Education Context

Ali Anaç & Nilüfer Can Daşkın

Abstract
Pre-service teachers (PSTs) engage in various intellectual and social practices such as learning
to teach, negotiating beliefs and developing identities, studying subject matters, and becoming a
part of the community of teachers. Within this process, PSTs' interaction with their peers and
teacher trainers in teacher education classes may play a role in negotiating and shaping their
pedagogical and their professional beliefs around arguable topics. However, there are only a
handful of studies that investigate L2 teacher education classroom interaction in general and
language teaching methodology cources in particular, which aim at building PSTs’ pedagogical
knowledge. Considering the body of literature that suggests the importance of classroom
interaction for learning and teaching, this presentation aims to demonstrate the interactional
resources that an L2 teacher educator uses during 'arguable' episodes in a “Teaching English
Language Skills” course. Using Multimodal Conversation Analysis for the examination of 19.5
hours of video recordings, this study details four main interactional resources used by a teacher
educator during 'arguable' sequences: reformulations of student contributions,
agreement-prefaced disagreements, understanding checks, and invoking sources of expert
knowledge. The findings show how the teacher educator’s use of such resources create
opportunities for teacher learning by promoting 'learnables'. The study offers implications for
pre-service language teacher education and L2 classroom interaction.



Motivation in the Professional Development of English Language Teachers
Ayşe Kızıldağ & Tuğba Pınar Uman

Abstract
Professional development (PD) for teachers is quite essential for keeping them up-to-date on
the latest teaching methods and best practices. It is also found in the relevant literature that PD
has various benefits such as increasing student achievement, improvement in teacher retention
and sustaining professional satisfaction. There are many ways of engaging in PD such as
attending workshops, conferences and/or online courses. However, it is also noted that
motivation for PD is rather problematic in that emotional reactions to instruction can increase or
decrease an individual’s desire to learn. Emotions such as embarrassment of self-disclosure are
quite common for the rejection of participating in such activities. There are also some other
ways to promote teachers’ intrinsic motivation for voluntary pariticipation in their PD processes.
This presentation mainly aims to explore the motivational factors regarding a PD program
designed/organized /implemented f2f in 2022 by MoNE for the in-service English Language (EL)
teachers. Data collected through interviews of 22 participating EL teachers were analyzed
within the framework of narrative analysis and presented thematically. Results indicate that
intrinsic factors are quite significant for the success of such PD activities to reach the goals as
most teachers showed a clear resistance to MoNE’s top-down decisions such as who to attend,
when/where/how often/how long the program will take place and most of all, what it will
encompass content-wise. A few important suggestions are provided to EL teachers, MoNE and
PD activity organizers to improve the quality of such programs.



Secondary School Students’ Perceptions of Classroom Justice and Their Effects on
Motivation in EFL Classes
Ali Yalçın & Mehmet Bardakçı

Abstract
The purpose of the current study is to investigate Secondary School Students’ Perceptions of
Classroom Justice and Their Effects on Motivation in EFL Classes. In order to achieve this
goal,the mixed method research design is adopted to collect data. Scales and interviews are
both used in the research to examine the link between classroom fairness and motivation in
second language learning. Quantitative data are collected by two scales which are “Perception
of Justice in Classroom Management” (Nural, B.,2015) and “Validity And Language Teaching
Reliability Study: Motivation Scale in English”(Mehdiyev, E., Uğurlu, C. T., & Usta, H. G., 2017).
Since the study aims to reveal the relation between classroom justice and motivation in second
language learning, the data collected from the two scales is analyzed with Correlational Survey
Model. Secondary school students studying in Gaziantep province are the universe of this
research. 400 students studying in secondary schools in Gaziantep are asked to participate in
this research. The participants are selected from 5, 6 and 7th grades through convinience
sampling. The 8th grades are not included in this study since they have a highschool transition
exam. Qualitative data is collected by interviews done with the participants. Interview form
prepared by the researcher of the study consists of 5 open-ended questions. This questionnaire
is applied to 7 participants, each participant is interviewed separately. This is an ongoing study.
The analysis and the findings will be discussed till the conference date.



The importance of cultural literacy in ELT (ESL)
Sevinj Zeynalova

Abstract
As language serves to connect people by means of communication, so learning about the
cultures of other peoples, specifically in a second or foreign language may lead to successful
and effective language acquisition. Internationalization, as well as the intercultural dimension of
language teaching, creates new challenges that affect classroom practice and curriculum. It is
an undeniable fact that an effective teaching/learning process addresses cultural and linguistic
backgrounds. The current study aims to research ways of integrating a cultural component into
EL teaching towards a mastering of cognitive language communication. From a socio-semiotic
perspective, as an important carrier of information, language has a key role in human
information exchange. This research shows that teaching culture in EFL classroom with
specially-designed lesson plans and authentic materials, including Country studies, has a
motivating effect encouraging increased intercultural competence and communication skills in
learners, particularly appropriate in this digitalized era. By developing the above-mentioned
skills, students access original literary texts, films and songs much more easily, as well as
building relationship with others of different backgrounds.
Moreover, we explore cases (in Azerbaijani context) of linguistic barriers in learning process in
the use of symbols, idioms, slang, historical words, stylistic devices, and suggest strategies to
deal with them integrating cultural aspect and thus, increase learners’ cultural awareness. Data
and survey conducted reveal learners’ interest in lesson materials that focus on cultural content
linked with social factors which is significantly different approach from the traditional
presentation of grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation aspects of language.



Human versus ChapGPT: A corpus based lexico-grammatical comparison of human
generated and ChatGPT generated social sciences abstracts

Elif Tokdemir Demirel

Abstract
Artificial intelligence and chatbots such as ChatGPT, the New Bing, Jasper or YouChat have
become popular in the 2020s, but surprisingly they date back earlier than most of us know. They
have been around since the first computers of the 1960s. The very first Chatbot “Elizza” was
created at MIT in 1966 followed by “Parry” of Stanford University. In 1995, “Alice” which could
effectively communicate with humans was created and even became the inspiration for Apple’s
“Siri. Today’s chatbots are not experimental like the earlier ones and not limited to the use of
only researchers, rather they can be accessed by anyone and everyone who owns a personal
computer and internet connection. This new phenomena has created varied reactions from
accepting and trying to benefit from them to rejecting their use due to concerns including ethical
ones and even to fear with the idea that it is the beginning of the end for the human race which
will eventually be replaced by computers. Moving on from this introduction, this study aims to
analyze Chat GPT output from a comparative corpus-based perspective. A corpus of social
sciences abstracts generated by ChatGPT are going to be compared to abstracts extracted
from the AAC (American Academic Corpus) consisting of published social sciences articles
compiled by the researcher. The two corpora are going to be compared both qualitatively and
quantitatively in terms of lexicogrammar to observe whether certain patterns emerge in the
ChatGPT generated abstracts that make them vary from human generated abstracts.



Investigating EFL students' expectations of in-person speaking courses after an
earthquake-induced emergency distance education

Yaşar Üstün Kaplan

Abstract
Following the earthquakes of 6 February 2023, universities in Turkey switched to emergency
distance education, as they did during the Covid-19 pandemic. EFL learners in online education
reported difficulties in some areas, one of which was related to speaking skills. It can be
acknowledged that the compensation for the possible negative results arising from these
challenges might be to consider the students' preferences and expectations in the planning and
implementation of in-person courses to be given following this period. Considering students'
expectations when preparing and delivering foreign language instruction can be critical for
increasing their motivation, engagement, and language learning. Therefore, teachers can
establish a supportive learning environment that maximizes students' language learning by
personalising instruction to match students' expectations. As such, the purpose of the current
study was to examine what learners expect from in-person speaking classes following
emergency distance education and shed light on the challenges faced by them during this
period. The participants in this qualitative inquiry were 23 EFL learners from a public university,
and data were collected through interviews. In addition to these, the data was analyzed using
Creswell's (2012) inductive content analysis. The findings of the study revealed that students’
challenges in online education and expectations regarding following in-person speaking classes
were categorized under three headings such as teacher, instruction, and classroom
environment and nature of the interaction. Finally, the findings provide crucial implications for
English teachers on how to plan and conduct speaking classes that engage students and lead
to better learning outcomes.



Academic Integrity Strategies of the Students at the University Level in ELT Settings: A
literature Review

Kübra Şık

Abstract
Academic dishonesty, also referred to as cheating and plagiarism, has been a persistent issue
at all educational levels for years. Studies have indicated that academic dishonesty is becoming
more common in higher education institutions. There have been a number of discussions within
the educational researchers. These discussions mainly include actual cases and practices
about academic integrity, the types and causes of academic misconduct and the ways to
promote academic integrity at the university level. All these studies are important to understand
the strategies to avoid academic misconduct or to promote academic integrity for the university
level of students. The studies conducted in language teaching setting are the indicators of
prevalence of academic dishonesty in higher level institutions. This study is designed as a
literature review in order to get a deeper understanding of the strategies used by the university
level students while learning English as a second language. The previous literature suggested
that although academic dishonesty generally emanates from lower language proficiency, school
policy, psychological factors such as self-esteem of the learners; most of them endeavour to
engage in language learning strategies not only to promote their proficiency level but also to
avoid academic misconduct. Previous studies are also designated to understand the importance
of promoting explicit training or teaching of academic integrity in order to endorse the strategies
used to avoid academic misconduct.



A Study on Factors Affecting EFL Teachers' Awareness of Their English Pronunciation
Aysel Eyerci

Abstract
A bulk of research has focused on teaching pronunciation skills from two main approaches:
pronunciation for intelligibility or accuracy over the last few decades. However, little emphasis
has been given to the awareness levels of non-native English teachers who play a critical role in
being main source and/or model for teaching/learning pronunciation in EFL classroom contexts.
The study aims to shed light on the factors that may contribute to teachers' awareness or lack
thereof regarding their pronunciation skills. The research employed a mixed-methods approach.
The participants of the study were EFL teachers from diverse backgrounds and teaching
experiences. The quantitative phase involved a survey to gather information about their
perceptions of their own pronunciation abilities, the importance they assign to pronunciation,
and their experiences with pronunciation-focused professional development. The qualitative
phased involved classroom observations and interviews, which triangulated the data of the
study. The findings reveal that EFL teachers generally lack awareness of their own
pronunciation and underestimate its significance in language teaching. The results reported that
several factors influence teachers' awareness of their English pronunciation. These include
individual attitudes and motivation towards pronunciation improvement, exposure to explicit
pronunciation instruction, self-reflection and self-assessment practices, and the availability of
resources and support for pronunciation development. The study also identified a discrepancy
between the teachers' perceived importance of pronunciation and their actual understanding
and application of effective pronunciation techniques in the classroom. Based on the study's
results, some recommendations are provided for the stakeholders such as the need for targeted
and ongoing professional development programs that prioritize pronunciation training for EFL
teachers.



Obviously, I don't read
Renata Bok Zelenjak

Abstract
One of the activities I have come across recently is ‘the blackout poetry.’ What I like about it is
that it bears results, and you can use it in any language acquisition. Most students want to do it
more often and even ask me if they can do it for their homework.
What is the blackout poetry? You find a book which is falling apart either in your school library or
in your own and tear out one sheet for each student. The instructions are: ‘Write your own
poem, it does not have to rhyme, the only thing you need to keep in mind is, that all words of
your poem need to be from this sheet of paper, and you need to use them in the order they are
written on it.’
The instructions might differ, sometimes I give them the topic i.e., it is springtime write

something cheerful; sometimes I photocopy them all the same text with B2- C1 vocabulary,
sometimes it is a dilapidated book.
The students first read both pages, decide which one they would like to use and then practically
scan the texts in search of innovative ideas and words describing their moods, while writing their
own works of art.
There is a whiteboard in my classroom dedicated to blackout poetry only and students can
exhibit their masterpieces if they want to, signed or not. The board is never empty and there are
always readers around it. So, obviously ‘you DO read.’



Breaking Barriers in Language Learning & Teaching: Embracing the Power of AI
Esra Özcan & Selma Durak Üğüten

Abstract
In the rapidly evolving world of technology, Artificial Intelligence (AI) has permeated various
aspects of our lives, including education. This presentation aims to showcase the transformative
potential of AI in English Language Teaching (ELT) by exploring its benefits and impact on
language learning. The objectives are to highlight how AI agents and tools can address
common challenges faced by learners, improving motivation, enjoyment, and confidence.
Research and evidence will be presented to demonstrate the positive effects of AI on
developing speaking, listening, writing, and pronunciation skills. Emphasis will be placed on the
role of AI in creating immersive language environments and enabling personalized and
autonomous learning experiences. Furthermore, the presentation will discuss how AI can
transform teaching practices by assisting instructors in creating intelligent and personalized
teaching environments. The future implications of AI in ELT will be explored, including emerging
technologies and the encouragement for educators and institutions to embrace AI as a powerful
tool for innovative and effective language education. The presentation will demonstrate how AI
applications, including chatbots, language learning apps, and voice-activated assistants,
enhance language acquisition and provide personalized support, holding significant potential for
improving language skills by transforming the learning process into an active and dynamic
experience. Through the presentation, attendees will gain insights into the positive impact of AI
in language education and be inspired to incorporate AI tools and techniques into their teaching
practices, fostering a more effective and engaging learning environment.



A Study of the Learning Strategies as Predictor Factors of Language Test Results
Mustafa Sırakaya & Elham Zarfsaz

Abstract
This study intended to investigate the effects of language learning strategies used by English
students on their test performance and aimed to discover the link between their strategy use
and achievement in English, in particular, reading comprehension and grammar test
performance. To this end, 90 male language learners at the intermediate level at Tokat
Gaziosmanpasa language institute, Turkey, participated in the study. The data related to
strategy use were gathered through the “Strategy Inventory for Language Learning” (SILL)
(Oxford, 1990,) which tapped six categories (i.e., Memory strategies, Cognitive strategies,
Compensation strategies, Metacognitive strategies, Affective strategies, & Social strategies).
Afterward, the participants participated in two language tests, including grammar and reading
comprehension. The data were analyzed through SPSS 26 to find the correlation between the
six language learning strategies and performance on reading comprehension and grammar
tests. First, correlation coefficients were determined based on the gathered data to reveal the
possible correlation between these factors. Afterward, the data underwent regression analyses
to determine the exact effectiveness ratio. According to the findings of the study, overall, there
was a weak positive correlation between language learning strategies and grammar and reading
comprehension test performance. However, not all the strategies had a direct impact on test
performance. Regarding grammar and reading comprehension tests, it was found that
Metacognitive and Affective strategies greatly impacted the learners’ test performance. The
findings of the present study may contribute to the learning context of Turkey and make the EFL
teachers more aware of their language learners’ learning strategies.



Investigation of Positive and Negative Experiences of Collaborative
Writing on EFL Teachers

Fatma Yaren Donan & Metin Tekir

Abstract
A variety of methodologies have been employed in writing instruction, and considerable
research has been conducted on this subject. Among these approaches, online collaborative
writing has garnered increased attention, particularly in light of the recent pandemic situations.
The collaborative writing method encompasses various facets that are discernible to both
teachers and students. The primary objective of this project is to identify the challenges
encountered by prospective teachers during the collaborative writing process, as well as the
benefits they have derived from it. The study focuses on English teaching students at Erciyes
University in a state university in Türkiye, serving as the target audience. Employing a
qualitative approach, the research employs a survey methodology, utilizing an e-questionnaire
made accessible to students through the Internet. Data is collected through the e-questionnaire,
supplemented by a focus-group interview conducted with teacher candidates who volunteered
from among the respondents of the questionnaire. Three themes emerge from the data,
shedding light on the realities of collaborative writing: the advantages for language learners, the
challenges and drawbacks associated with collaborative writing, and the impact of collaborative
writing on general writing skills. The results derived from these themes provide insights into both
the positive and negative aspects of the influence of collaborative writing on the participants.
This study on collaborative writing endeavors to unveil implicit aspects related to the teaching
and learning of writing skills while making substantial contributions to the existing literature on
collaborative writing.



Designing a Telecollaboration Project for Developing ICC and Exploring Teacher Identity
Formations of Pre-Service Teachers

Sultan Mavış & Serdar Şen

Abstract
This proposal outlines the design of a telecollaboration project aimed at discovering teacher
identity formations of pre-service teachers and developing Intercultural Communicative
Competence (ICC) by involving in an international project. The project involved 38 pre-service
teachers from Sam Houston State University in Texas, US. and 51 pre-service teachers from
Bolu Abant İzzet Baysal University in Turkey, providing a unique opportunity for cross-cultural
exchange and learning. In the telecollaboration project, the teacher candidates had the
opportunity to interact virtually and exchange ideas with their counterparts from a different
cultural background for eight weeks. The virtual platform facilitated communication and
collaboration, enabling the candidates to engage in meaningful discussions, both synchronously
and asynchronously, and collectively address the pedagogical tasks. By working in diverse
groups, the candidates gained exposure to various cultural perspectives and enhanced their
intercultural communicative skills with the activities. The participants were divided into 13 groups
and assigned weekly tasks, which required them to engage in discussions and reflect on their
group members' posts. These tasks aimed to expose the candidates to diverse perspectives,
challenge their preconceptions, emotions and foster a sense of advocacy as future educators
while considering who they are as a teacher. There are many challenges faced by implementers
both before and during the implementation of a telecollaboration project. In this presentation, we
will introduce the tasks designed for the project and give detailed information about them. The
presentation will be helpful for educators who are planning to integrate telecollaboration studies
into their teaching contexts.



Game Friendly School and Game Friendly Teacher
Yavuz Samur

Abstract
In this presentation, the importance of games for children and related researches will be
mentioned, and concrete ideas will be presented on what schools can do, what responsibilities
they can take on this issue, and what they can do to become a Game-Friendly School. The
dierences between Game-Friendly Schools and not Game-Friendly Schools and research on
children playing games will be presented, and the participants will be guided towards becoming
a Game-Friendly School with the use of games and gamification in education.



Delving into our Students' Reading Techniques.
Kamila Helmy

Abstract
Reading is an interactive process in which the reader’s prior knowledge of the world interacts
with the message conveyed by the text. Thus, reading skills are the cognitive processes that a
reader uses in making sense of a text by encoding and decoding the meaning. However,
despite decades of research on improving students’ reading comprehension skills to become
intelligible readers, many are neither interested nor engaged. Therefore, promoting reading
development has become a primary concern for educators. Students struggle in reading due to
many predominant challenges. These include internal and external factors. Some internal
factors have to do with text complexity, cognitive ability, lack of prior knowledge or background
information, inadequate reading strategies, lack of reading habits, environmental and exam
circumstances. External factors may include lack of reading resources and role models,
conventional learning methodology, absence of reading culture, boring texts, addictive media,
and video games. A myriad of strategies, suggestions and activities can be implemented to help
students acquire the reading comprehension skills that will eventually motivate them to read for
pleasure not only inside the class but also outside. These may include activities aiming at
developing reading comprehension skills, selecting interesting supplementary materials, and
designing new practices. Lastly, teachers, by enhancing their professional development
strategies and creatively designing reading activities, have a major role to play in encouraging
their students to develop their reading abilities. If all these are considered, reading will become
a fruitful and joyful experience.



When Small Sparks Ignite Big Ideas
Saadet Korucu Kış

Abstract
In the dynamic landscape of the 21st century, fostering creativity has become crucial for driving
innovation in various fields. Language education, in particular, stands to benefit immensely from
embracing creativity as a core component of teaching and learning. However, conventional
teaching methods often prioritize rote memorization and standardized assessments, leaving
little room for creative exploration and expression. This paper aims to shed light on the
transformative potential of creativity within language classrooms, offering practical insights and
strategies to empower both language teachers and their students. To begin our exploration, we
provide a comprehensive definition of creativity that encompasses its multifaceted nature and its
relevance to language education. By understanding creativity as the ability to generate
innovative, valuable and acceptable ideas, we can appreciate its immense value in language
learning. Creativity not only enhances linguistic proficiency but also promotes critical thinking
and communication skills among learners. Despite its evident benefits, creativity remains
underutilized in many language classrooms. This paper delves into the reasons behind this
underutilization and seeks to address the issue head-on. We examine the prevailing educational
paradigms that prioritize conformity and standardized assessments, limiting the space for
creative exploration. By highlighting the need to shift towards a more inclusive and open-minded
approach, we emphasize the importance of nurturing creativity in language education. Moving
beyond theory, this paper offers innovative classroom activities that encourage divergent
thinking, imagination, and self-expression igniting small sparks that fuel big ideas.



Dyslexic Young Learners' Attitudes Toward The English Language
Tuğçe Vural & Betül Bal Gezegin

Abstract
Dyslexia is a kind of neurologic-based learning disability showing itself as a problem with both
fluent reading and reading comprehension (Lyon, Shaywitz & Shaywitz, 2003). Dyslexic young
learners have difficulty in reading and writing in their mother tongues as well as English
Language. Although dyslexia is seen as an important topic nowadays, the studies on dyslexia
and dyslexic young learners are inadequate. The aim of this study is to detect the attitudes of
dyslexic young learners toward the English Language and thoughts of teachers about teaching
English Language to dyslexic young learners. Data are collected via metaphors, semi-structured
interviews, and reflection logs. Thematic analysis is used to analyse the data. The study shows
that dyslexic young learners have mostly negative attitudes toward the English Language and
they want to have more fun in lessons. Besides these results, the study also shows that
teachers have an important role on dyslexic young learners’ attitudes toward the English
Language. In light of this study, it can be said that dyslexic young learners have difficulties in
learning English Language such as reading, writing, misspelling, and thinking difficulties. As a
result of these difficulties, dyslexic young learners have negative thoughts about English
Language. Some of the dyslexic young learners love funny activities like playing games or
singing songs in English. Moreover, it can be suggested that teachers may prefer more fun in
the classroom and give more importance to individualized education.



EFL Teachers' Gestural Strategies in Online-Synchronous Classrooms: Facilitating
Embodied Participation – “Show me your gesture”

Asuman Şimşek-Tontuş

Abstract
With the widespread adoption of technology in education, the prevalence of online learning
platforms has necessitated adaptations in instructional strategies by English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) teachers. While gestures, as a non-verbal communication tool, play a crucial
role in face-to-face language classrooms, their effectiveness in online learning environments
remains relatively unexplored. This research study aims to investigate the employment of
gestural strategies by EFL teachers in online-synchronous classrooms at a preparatory school
at a state university in Türkiye. The data for this study consists of video-recordings of online
lessons, which were analyzed through multimodal Conversation Analysis. The findings reveal
that teachers employ hand gestures to facilitate online classroom interaction. Specifically, the
analysis unveiled that teachers utilized hand gestures to facilitate and orchestrate interactions
within the online classroom setting. This strategy of gesture use promotes embodied
participation, wherein students are encouraged to self-select their turn and provide responses
using gestures, alongside their peers. By adapting their turn designs to the limitations of the
online environment, EFL teachers create an inclusive atmosphere that promotes multimodal
responses and maximizes student participation through gestures such as thumbs-up and
thumbs-down. This research study highlights the legitimacy of embodied participation as a valid
form of engagement in online synchronous classrooms. Furthermore, it offers pedagogical
implications for online language teaching environments and provides practical
recommendations to enhance video-mediated interaction for teachers, teacher educators, and
language practitioners.



Grade 9 students’ speaking and writing language skills: A needs analysis study from
English language teachers’ point of view

Serap Çakar, Hüsna Nur Gedikli & Handan Çelik,

Abstract
Being the most spoken language worldwide with 1.5 billion speakers, English maintains its
popularity. However, Türkiye is unfortunately reported in the Low proficiency band and 34 out of
35 European Countries in 2022 by Education First Index, the World’s largest ranking of
countries by English skills. Despite the consistent correlation between English ability and
productivity and quality of life, studies in the Turkish context report that students have difficulties
in learning English and experience insufficient communicative practice in the language
classroom. They also report lack of competence in speaking and writing skills. This requires a
close examination of students’ needs in these two skill areas from various points of view.
Therefore, in this study, we conducted semi-structured interviews with English language
teachers (N=13) teaching at Grade 9 at high schools of various types i.e., Science, Vocational,
or Religious, in a northeastern city in Türkiye. We asked their evaluations of students’ needs,
lacks, and wants in speaking and writing skills besides what and how they consider students
should learn these skills. We also elicited their evaluations regarding if the Grade 9 language
program satisfies needs in these two skill areas. They considered that the language program
covers speaking and writing skills. However, they are not fully mastered by the students due to
various reasons such as students’ levels of readiness, indifference to language learning, and
lack of competence in the mother tongue. The teachers offered a language program tailored to
students at different school types as a solution.



AI AND HURRAY!
Elif Atalı

Abstract
Burnout among teachers and workload have been found to be strongly correlated by an
increasing body of studies. As a result, putting less emphasis on unimportant work demands,
especially those outside of teaching responsibilities, is necessary to prioritize teachers'
well-being and job happiness. This workshop seeks to offer artificial intelligence (AI) solutions
that can reduce the burdens of language teachers both within and outside the classroom to
achieve this. There will be an extensive list of typical duties for language teachers provided,
along with examples of how to do each one more quickly and effectively thanks to AI.
Participants will also receive plenty of chances to practice using these tools both individually
and collaboratively during the workshop. The goal is for participants to leave with the awareness
and tips to effectively use technology, which will presumably increase their teacher wellbeing
and job satisfaction as language teachers.



A Workshop on Autoethnographic Research in Applied Linguistics: What is All the Fuss?
Ufuk Keleş

Abstract
Although a relatively new research methodology emerging from ethnography in tandem with
narrative inquiry and self-study, autoethnography has become an established qualitative method
of inquiry in educational research (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). Autoethnography is a broad term
referring to a combination of method, research, and writing (Ellis, 2004), which denotes a large
variety of methodological practices (Ellingson & Ellis, 2008) based on the authors’
ethico-onto-epistemological stances (Barad, 2007). Despite the variety in its emphasis,
autoethnography has one shared tenet; that is, the relation between autoethnographers’ goal to
make meaning of their lived experiences with the culture(s) in which they are living, being,
doing, and knowing.

Many scholars embrace autoethnography to explore their own stories “in a highly personalized
style, drawing on [their] experience to extend understanding about a societal phenomenon”
(Wall, 2006, p. 146). While doing so, they assume the dual role of the researcher(s) and the
researched (Keleş, 2022a). As opposed to doing research ‘on’ others to understand a given
phenomenon, autoethnographers turn to themselves to unveil, interpret, and/or critique the
social structures and the underlying power dynamics through their own experiences (Keleş,
2022b) in an effort to un-re-dis-cover their thoughts/beliefs/emotions by remembering, revisiting,
and recreating their past experiences.

This proposed workshop is twofold: First, I will briefly discuss what autoethnography is along
with its epistemological orientations, possible definitions/descriptions, types, challenges, and
benefits. Then, drawing on Yazan’s critical autoethnographic narrative (CAN; 2018), I will
conduct a snippet activity to make connections between autoethnographic frames/design and
reflexivities/practice.



Do we Laugh and Learn? Examining University Students’ Views on the use of Humour: A
Sample of Turkish Medical Students

Vildan İnci Kavak & Duygu Evis

Abstract
Humour is always considered as an important component of a language classroom as its
positive effects on learning are undeniable such as catching and holding student interest,
creating a relaxing and comfortable classroom atmosphere, constructing bonds among class
members, and so on; in other words, it makes learning more enjoyable. Shatz & LoSchiavo
(2006) states that learning is fun and it should be. For that reason, humour should not be left out
of the classroom and ignored as the side product of the lesson. Rather, it can help the content
delivery and promote learning by making learning more effective with students’ increased
interest and attention. Thus, a teacher incorporating humour into his/her practices can offer
students a more entertaining and friendlier learning experience. Several studies have examined
the extent of humour use in primary and secondary classrooms, but there are only a few studies
exploring humour use at the university level. To fill this gap, this paper aims to examine
university students’ opinions about the effect of humour use on language learning. 250 medical
students at a state university volunteered to participate in the study. The data for this study were
collected through a questionnaire and semi-structured follow-up interviews were also utilised to
complement the data. The questionnaires were analysed through descriptive statistics and the
interviews were studied via content analysis consecutively. Results demonstrated that students
see humour as a pedagogical asset to language learning by facilitating for raising interest,
holding attention, increasing attention rates and building rapport among participants.



Exploring the Characteristics of Successful Learners and Teacher Behaviors: A
Comparative Study in Online and Face-to-Face Settings

Ayşenur Aydın

Abstract
The objective of this research is to examine the attributes of proficient learners and the
pedagogical practices employed by teachers that impact learner involvement in both virtual and
traditional classroom settings. The present study is guided by a set of research questions, which
are as follows: What are the salient attributes of efficacious learners in both virtual and in-person
learning environments, as discerned by teachers? What is the impact of teacher behaviors on
learner engagement in various learning environments? In order to collect data, a series of
interviews will be conducted utilizing the Zoom platform. The study will involve a total of eight
participants, consisting of four teachers from an online private course and four teachers from
state schools. Each participant will be required to answer a set of five questions pertaining to
their teaching experiences. The study will utilize a comparative methodology to examine the
data and investigate distinctions and correspondences among both groups of teachers with
respect to the educational settings. This study will analyze and contrast variables such as the
number of students in a class, learning environments, and obstacles. Thematic analysis will be
employed to analyze the data, facilitating the identification of recurrent themes and patterns.
One possible constraint of this research is the potential heterogeneity in urban areas and
classroom interactions among teachers in public schools, which could lead to a range of
reflections. It is noteworthy to mention that all instructors involved in the study teach adult
groups, which serves as a shared element for examination. The objective of this study is to offer
significant perspectives and direction for prospective educators in varied educational
environments. Through an examination of the attributes exhibited by accomplished learners and
the identification of instructional approaches that promote learner engagement, this study
enhances comprehension of effective pedagogical methods in both virtual and traditional
instructional settings. The results of this study will provide valuable insights to educators and aid
in the development of effective instructional approaches to achieve optimal learning results. The
objective of this study is to offer significant perspectives and direction for prospective educators
in varied educational environments. The results of this study will provide valuable insights for
educators and contribute to the development of effective instructional approaches that can
enhance learning outcomes.



Diversity in Question: Experiences of Language Teachers of Students with Visual
Impairments

Halil İbrahim Çınarbaş & Ayşegül Daloğlu

Abstract
Welcoming diversity in language teacher identity and cognition research has become a
passional topic in recent years as the demographics of teacher and student populations have
drastically changed. However, the experiences of teachers of students with disabilities are often
overlooked to be included in diversity concerns. To contribute to language teacher identity and
cognition research agenda and voice experiences of teachers of students with disabilities, this
case study reported experiences of three English language teachers of students with visual
impairments in the School for the Blind in Turkey.
The study uncovered the dynamic processes of language teacher identity (re)formation and
language teacher cognition development through a series of interviews and classroom
observations, field notes, and legal documents. Additionally, the study used Complexity Theory
as an analytic framework and obtained data were analyzed by MAXQDA software.
The study revealed that while personal, social, cultural, and educational factors (re)shaped the
participants’ language teacher identity, the participants’ language teacher cognition were formed
by the ongoing interactions between their pre-service education, teacher identities, institutional
demands, and instructional practices. Also, the context of the School for the Blind led to various
interactions between the participants’ language teacher identity and cognition, which created
different configurations and behaviors in their complex systems to meet the needs of the
students with visual impairments. Finally, this case study suggested practical and theoretical
approaches to language teacher identity and cognition in the special education school contexts.



Dialogic research mentoring in pre-service teacher education
Seden Eraldemir Tuyan

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to present the results of my learning as a teacher-research mentor
using my expertise to address the needs of pre-service teachers as well as the requirements of
the action research course in English language teaching. It reflects on the different procedures
of my mentoring model, enriched by the dialogic research mentoring strategies informed by
Freire’s dialogic pedagogy. I aim to improve my teacher-research mentoring practice through
this first-person action research. As an inquiry into my own actions, I examine my experiences,
my understanding of them, and their potential meaning for my work as a teacher-research
mentor during the two years I tutored the AR course. I explore the procedures of the mentoring
model I developed and the effectiveness of dialogic research mentoring in promoting critical
consciousness and taking positive action in pre-service English language teachers. Effective
actualisation of the teacher-research mentoring process facilitates mentors’ refinement and
understanding of their roles during teacher-research mentoring. Perceived barriers can be
overcome by adopting nine relevant strategies, which can be grouped into three themes:
community-building, nurturing competencies, and fostering growth. Accordingly, the research
mentoring model incorporates these strategies. The insights enriched the existing knowledge of
mentoring dynamics in general and teacher-research in particular. Additionally, the study offers
strategies developed based on my informed actions as the researcher to attain more effective
outcomes during the research mentoring process.



The Use of Voice Recordings in the Development of Grammatical Accuracy in English
Ramazan Güçlü

Abstract
Grammatical accuracy in speaking English is one of the primary goals of language learners and
an essential aspect of English proficiency. In English as a foreign language (EFL) classrooms,
as in Turkey, the opportunities for speaking practice is quite limited. Moreover, learners have
very few or almost no chances of speaking English out of class. The only way to practise their
speaking is via virtual environments, but this is often disrupted by students’ inconsistent
willingness and efforts. To increase the chances for speaking practice on a regular basis, it is
important for English teachers / instructors to engage learners with some blended learning tasks
to support classroom learning. In this research, first year students in an ELT undergraduate
program created voice recordings for four weeks in an attempt to improve their grammatical
accuracy in speaking. Out of sixty students enrolled in a communication skills course,
twenty-four kept voice recordings every day on voluntary basis. The end-of-semester speaking
performances indicated that the increase in grammatical accuracy in the students who used
voice recordings was higher than those who did not - compared to their midterm performances.
Assessments of grammatical accuracy were done by an experienced native and non-native
English instructor. The study also suggested that voice recordings provide a good opportunity to
improve their deliberate attention to grammatical accuracy in speaking.



The Development of an Error-tagged Leaner Corpus in the Turkish University Context
Hakan Cangır

Abstract
Learner corpora are rare due to their laboursome data collection, analysis and software
development phases. Furthermore, error-tagged versions of these corpora are infrequent given
the scarcity of (semi) automated error-detection and labelling tools and the subjective nature of
error tagging. Though rare and not favoured by corpus linguists due to computationally
hard-to-handle problems, learner corpora consisting of spoken and written texts by students
from different L1 backgrounds can benefit both researchers in SLA and language experts
Growing from this need and considering corpora’s potential importance for language learning,
our L2 English learner corpus is yet another humble attempt to build an error-tagged learner
corpus scrutinizing lexical errors, which play a key role in L2 production. Building on Hemchua
and Schmitt’s lexical error taxonomy and developed following strict methodological procedures,
the corpus consists of 350 written texts by university students (with around 100.000 words, 2220
tagged and fixed errors). The corpus database is provided with a user-friendly web-interface,
which consists of statistical output, modules highlighting lexical errors and correct versions,
different search options including error types, and an error-tagging add-in for further
development. In addition to being a resourceful website for language practitioners and second
language learners, it can be considered a platform with a capacity to be developed further by
applied linguists in this line research. Finally, thanks to its easy-to-use interface and versatile
features, it has potential to become a reference learner corpus for English as a foreign language
with the contribution of other universities in Türkiye.



Problematization Sequences in Pre-service Language Teachers’ Lesson Plan Adaptation
Talks in an Online Setting

İlayda Şahin & Nilüfer Can Daşkın

Abstract
The past years have witnessed an exponential growth of studies in planning for teaching an L2.
We now know that planning involves not only cognitive but also social interactional processes
leading to situated, co-constructed and collaborative actions. However, only a handful of studies
have investigated L2 pre-service language teachers’ socially situated collaborative lesson
planning processes and practices. This said, this study focused on the interactional processes
of pre-service language teachers’ group lesson planning in an online setting using conversation
analysis as the research methodology. 4.5 hours of screen-recorded data gathered from three
pre-service language teachers involved discussions for adapting lesson plans, which were
initially prepared for face-to-face instruction, to be implemented in the online lessons. The
analysis revealed that the pre-service language teachers accomplish the decision-making
process by following this sequential organization: topicalization, problematization, suggestion
and agreement. Two main collections were created based on this sequential organization with a
particular focus on the problematization sequences: immediate problematization and delayed
problematization. Additionally, four sub-categories were created as four types of delayed
problematization which are pre-problematization agreement, pre-problematization positive
assessment, pre-problematization mitigation, pre-problematization question sequences. The
findings indicated that pre-service language teachers’ ability to problematize in and through
interaction and the interactional practices they employ lead to the completion of the
decision-making process. Finally, the study contributes to the existing literature on L2 teacher
education by offering insights into the L2 teacher education programs.



The Analysis of ELT Textbooks from a Sociolinguistic Perspective
Cihat Atar

Abstract
English language teaching, just like any other teaching field, should be analyzed as a whole
focusing on the different components of the curriculum. Textbooks are one of the main elements
in English language teaching, and the literature suggests that most teachers rely on them as the
main source in their lessons. Hence, it is essential to evaluate English language teaching
textbooks in line with the recent developments in the field. Accordingly, this study introduces the
Sociolinguistics approaches in English language teaching, and it aims to analyze the textbooks
used in MoNE schools from the primary to high school levels. The analysis is undertaken via the
Sociolinguistic Evaluation Checklist. Considering this focus, this study aims to investigate the
English textbooks used in Türkiye from a sociolinguistic perspective. Implications for ELT
material development will be mentioned, and some suggestions to improve these textbooks will
be made.



L2 COMMUNICATION APPREHENSION AND COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE OF
PRE-SERVICE EFL TEACHERS
Emine Kuluşaklı & Gülten Genç

Abstract
The current study attempts to investigate the relationship between L2 communication
apprehension and communicative competence of pre-service EFL teachers studying at a state
university in Turkey. The research approach is quantitative, focusing on understanding the
perceptions of pre-service teachers regarding communication apprehension and communicative
competence. The study included a group of 200 pre-service EFL teachers, with 146 female and
54 male participants. The age range of the participants was between 18 and 34. The results
indicated that pre-service EFL teachers have varying levels of communication apprehension
and are particularly more apprehensive in certain situations. Additionally, the study found that
perceived communication competence significantly influences communication apprehension.
Some pedagogical strategies were discussed and suggested.



The Labyrinth of Emotions: Foreign Language Teaching Anxiety and Perfectionism
among Pre-Service EFL Teachers
Gözde Kırmızı & Berkcan Köse

Abstract
This research study investigated the levels of perfectionism and foreign language teaching
anxiety (FLTA) among 105 pre-service EFL teachers (PSTs) at several state universities in
Turkey. The aim is to analyze the interrelation between perfectionism and FLTA while
concurrently examining their implications for the development and well-being of pre-service
teachers. Following a mixed-method research design, quantitative data were collected using the
Student Teacher Anxiety Scale (STAS) and The Big Tree Perfectionism Scale (BTPS);
qualitative data were obtained through semi-structured interviews, thus facilitating a
comprehensive understanding of the relationship between the two concepts. The findings
indicated that there is a relationship between perfectionism and FLTA, and PSTs with higher
perfectionism experience greater FLTA. These findings highlight the emotional challenges
pre-service teachers face and the impact of perfectionism on their language teaching
experiences. By recognizing the association between perfectionism and FLTA, this study offers
valuable insights into the field of EFL teacher education. PSTs’ remarks and the results of the
study suggest the need for targeted interventions and support tailored specifically for
pre-service teachers. Teacher training programs should address the emotional dimensions of
language teaching, focusing on strategies to manage perfectionism and reduce FLTA.
Understanding this relationship can improve pre-service teachers' overall well-being and
professional development. In conclusion, this research contributes to a better understanding of
the complexities of emotions in language teaching and offers practical implications for
supporting pre-service EFL teachers.



Socratic Seminars Enhancing the Use of Discourse Markers
Seher Balbay & Cemile Doğan

Abstract
The study aimed to assess the effectiveness of Socratic Seminars in developing the use of
discourse markers (DM) in a B2-level freshman English course. Socratic pedagogy, which
encourages questioning and critical thinking, was employed to support the acquisition of social
skills and deepen understanding. Socratic seminars based on this pedagogy were used to
provide feedback on the appropriate use of spoken DMs.
The methodology involved transcribing and analyzing three videotaped seminars to identify the
discourse markers (DM) used by the participants. The DMs were categorized based on their
functions, such as opening and closing frame markers, turn-taking and giving remarks, fillers,
topic switchers, repair markers, and information indicators. The analysis was initially conducted
separately by two researchers to maintain interrater reliability, with disagreements discussed in
relation to the context in which the DMs appeared.
The results indicated strong evidence of accurate and contextually appropriate DM usage by the
end of the academic year. The frequency rates of DM use and appropriate DM use increased
significantly over time. Individual feedback provided in written and oral form after the seminars
helped participants recall the DMs needed during spontaneous discussions.
Overall, the study showed that Socratic Seminars effectively contributed to the development of
discourse marker usage in the English course, as evidenced by the increased frequency and
appropriateness of DM use. The feedback provided further supported participants in utilizing
DMs appropriately during the seminars.



The Impact of Creative Drama Techniques in English Language Teaching
Hamide Çakır Sarı

Abstract
Creative drama is a teaching and learning method that utilizes theater and improvisation to
engage learners in interactive and imaginative experiences. This study focuses on the
advantages and effectiveness of incorporating creative drama techniques into English language
classrooms. It examines how these techniques impact various aspects of language learning,
such as speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. The study explores how creative drama
can enhance language fluency, communication skills, vocabulary, pronunciation, and cultural
understanding. It also investigates the role of teachers in implementing these techniques
effectively and provides practical strategies for incorporating drama activities into English
language teaching curricula. Learner attitudes and perceptions towards the use of creative
drama techniques are explored, highlighting engagement, motivation, and enjoyment during
language learning. By following Adıgüzel's (2006) three-stage framework, this study implements
a structured approach to incorporating creative drama techniques in the English language
teaching context. These stages foster group dynamics, implement developmental studies with
improvisation and role-play, and evaluate the outcomes of the drama studies.

The practices provided in this study are expected to contribute to the existing knowledge about
the benefits of using creative drama techniques in English language teaching. They will inform
educators, curriculum developers, and language practitioners about the potential of using
drama-based activities as an effective pedagogical tool to create an immersive and stimulating
language learning environment. Incorporating creative drama techniques into English language
teaching presents opportunities for enhancing language acquisition and promoting learner
engagement.



Dictogloss Blended with Discovery Listening Method to Balance Bottom up and Top
down Processing Skills

Emine Güzel

Abstract
Dictogloss is an instructional method that combines listening, note-taking, and collaborative
reconstruction of a text to enhance language learning and development. By engaging learners
in active processing of language, it encourages a communicative language learning
environment and fosters their ability to work collaboratively and negotiate meaning within a
group. Along with the discovery listening method (Wilson:2003) and effective planning, it can
help overcome learners’ challenge of listening and the problem of course books' overemphasis
on top-down processing which focuses broader context and meaning. Instead it can provide
learners practice with equally important bottom up processing skill which refers to decoding
individual words, phrases, and grammatical structures to comprehend the details and nuances
of the language. This paper aims at giving practical ideas for practitioners to balance bottom up
and top down processing skills in listening classes by using dictogloss blended with the method
of discovery listening which promotes learner agency. Both top-down and bottom-up processing
strategies can be utilized to contribute learners' listening skills by considering the following
issues in preparing or adapting materials: (1) Clear Language Input, (2) Pre-teaching
Vocabulary and Concepts, (3) Active Listening and Note-taking, (4) Collaborative
Reconstruction, (5) Reflection and Analysis, (6) Language Focus, (7) Variation and Progression.
Within each issue, ideas for adapting activities for learners with various proficiency levels and
ages are given. By using course book materials requiring relatively less preparation compared
to creating entirely new activities, implementation of the dictogloss activities effectively is
possible in both face to face and online classes.


